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THE FEATURES OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECOLOGICAL TOURISM IN
THE EAST KAZAKHSTAN REGION

The article is devoted to the features of the ecological tourism in the East Kazakhstan region. Nowa-
days the development of tourism acquires mass character and plays more considerable role in satisfac-
tion of sociocultural necessities in the field of leisure. One of recreation types is ecological tourism that
can be an alternative for bringing in of profits from tourism without damage to the people and environ-
ment. Development of eco-tourism in our region is topical, because the East Kazakhstan region is rich by
its history, varied scenarios and well-developed infrastructure of motorcar highways and railways. There
were formulated prerequisites of its development in the region, also difficulties of the development of
ecotourism and possible ways to overcome them were considered. The current position of touristic rec-
reational ecological potential of East Kazakhstan was analysed. Investigation on the basic tendencies of
development of the tourism industry turned out that ecotourism can be considered as the balance, which
can provide jobs. stable high incomes and save intact wildlife. In regions such as the East Kazakhstan,
ecotourism can help nature protection, growth of employment and socio-economic development. The
conclusions were drawn on the prospects for the implementation of ecological tourism in protected
areas.

Key words: East Kazakhstan region, ecotourism, recreational resources, development of tourism,
environment, infrastructure, landscape.
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LUbiFbic Ka3akcTaH aliMaFbIHAQ 3KOAOTUSIABIK, TYPU3MHIH, AAMy epeKLUeAiKTepi

Makana LUbirbic KasakcraH arMarblHAQFbl 3KOAOTUSABIK, TYPU3MHIH AaMy epeklleAikTepiHe
apHaAraH. Kasipri eneMae Typu3MAI AaMbITy >Karnan cunatka Me >KoHe dAEYMETTIK-MOAEHU KaXKeT-
TIAIKTEpiH KaHaraTTaHAbIPYAQ MaHbI3AbI POA aTKapaAbl. Typusm TYPAEPiHiH, 6ipi SKOAOIMSIAbIK, TYpU3M
KOpLLUAFaH opTara 3MsiH KEATIPMEN, Kipic KeAeTIH TypusMm Typi. DKOTYPM3MAI AambITy Bi3AiH ariMakTa
e3eKTi MaceAae 6oAbIn oTblp, cebebi LLbirbic-KasakcTaH 06AbICHI TapuXbl 6ar, 8pTYPAI AaHALLAdTapbI-
MeH >8He >KakCbl MH(PaKypPbIAbIMbI 6ap aBTOMOOMAb MArMCTPaAbAApPbl MeH TeMIp >KOAAAPbI >KaKCbl
AaMblFaH ariMak. AMMakTarbl 3KOTYPM3MAI AaMbITY TYpPaAbl aAFbILLIAPTTApbl TY>XXbIPbIMAAABIM >KeHe
OAApPABI LLellly XOAAapPbl KapacTbipblAFaH. LLbiFbic Ka3zakcTaHHbIH, pekpeaumsAbIK, TYPUCTIK 3KOAO-
TMAABIK, DAEYETIHIH Kasipri >karaanbl capanTaAfaH. Typr3aM MHAYCTPUSICbIH AAQMbITYAbIH Heri3ri TeH-
AEHUMSAQPbI 3ePTTEAreH, SFHU XKYMbIC OPbIHAAPbIH K8HE XaAbIKTbIH, TYPaKTbl >KOFapbl TabblCTapbIH
KaMTamMacbl3 eTe aAaTblH, COHbIMEH KaTap Tipi TabuFaTTbl >KaHALWbIPABIKMEH CaKTalTbiH 3KOTYPM3M
KapacTtblpbiAfaH. LLbiFbic Ka3akcTaH cuskTbl aiMakTapAa 3KOTYPU3MAI AaMbITy, TabuFaTTbl KOpFay,
XaABIKTbI XKYMBICMEH KaMTY, 9AeYMETTIK-3KOHOMMKAABIK, AaMyblHa KeMeKTece aAaAbl. AMMAKTbIH, epek-
LLle KOPFaAaTblH TabUFK ayMaKTapbiHAQ SKOAOTUSIABIK, TYPU3MAI >Ky3ere acbipyAblH, 60AaLLIaFbiHA KOPbI-
TbIHABIAQP >KaCaAFaH.

Tyiin ce3aep: LLbirbic Ka3akcTaH aMarbl, 3KOTYPU3M, TYPU3M AaMybIHbIH, PEKPEALSIAbIK, Pecy-
pCTapbl, KOPLUAFAH OpTa, MH(MPPAKYPbIAbIM, AQHALLIAMT.
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OcobeHHocTH Pa3BUTUA SIKOAOTUYECKOIro Typuama B BoctouHo-Ka3axcTtaHckom pernoHe

CraTbsl NnocBseHa 0CO6EHHOCTIM Pa3BUTUS SKOAOTMUYECKOro Typu3ma B BoctouHo-KasaxcraHc-
KOM pervoHe. Pa3suTue Typurama B COBPEMEHHOM MIpe NpuobpeTaeT MacCoBbIi XapakTep U UrpaeT Bce
60oAEe 3HAUMTEALHYIO POAb B YAOBAETBOPEHMM COLIMOKYABTYPHbIX MOTPEeGHOCTeRn AMYHOCTU B chepe
aocyra. OAHUM M3 BUAOB pekpeaumm SBASIETCS SKOAOTMUYECKMIA TYPU3M, KOTOPbIA MOXET CTaTb aAb-
TEPHATVBOM AASI PUBAEUYEHUSI AOXOAOB OT Typr3ma 6e3 yuiep6a MECTHbIM XXMUTEASIM 1 OKPY>KatoLLEen
cpeae. Pa3BuTie a3KOTypr3mMa B HALLIEM PernoHe akTyaAbHO, Tak Kak BoctouHo-KasaxcraHckas o6AacTb
6orata CBOeil UCTOpWEN, Pa3HOOOPa3HbIMK AAHAWA(TaAMU M XOPOLWIO Pas3BUTON MHGPACTPYKTYPOIt
ABTOMOOGMAbHbIX MarucTpaAei U >KeAe3HOAOPOXKHbIX nyTer. ChopMyAMpPOBaHbI MPEANOCbIAKMA ero
pa3BUTMS B 3TOM PervoHe, oXapakTepu3oBaHbl TPYAHOCTU AAS Pa3BUTMS IKOTYpU3Ma M paccMmoTpe-
Hbl BO3MOXKHbIE MYTU WX MPEOAOAEHMS. AHAAM3MPYETCS TeKylllee COCTOSIHME TYPUCTMUECKOro pek-
peaLroHHOro 3KOAOrMUYeckoro noteHumasa BoctouHoro KasaxcraHa. MccaeaoBaHbl OCHOBHblE TeH-
AEHUMWU PasBUTUS TYPUCTMYECKOM OTPACAM, UTO IKOAOTMUYECKMIA TYpM3M MOXKET paccMaTpuBaTbCs
MMEHHO TemM GAAAHCOM, KOTOPbIN MOXKET obecreunTb paboune Mecta u CTabMAbHO BbICOKME AOXOAbI
HaceAeHMs U COXPaHUT B HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTU AMKYIO MPUPOAY. B Takmx perroHax, kak BocTOUHbIN
KasaxcraH, a3KOTypr3M MO>KET NMOMOYb OXPaHe MPUPOAbI, POCTY 3aHSATOCTU HAaCEAEHWMS M COLMAAbHO-
3KOHOMMYECKOMY pa3BuTmio. CAeAaHbl BbIBOAbI O MepCrekTMBax OCYLLECTBAEHMS SKOAOTMUYECKoro Ty-

pr3Ma Ha 0C060 OXPaHSIEMbIX TEPPUTOPUSX.

KAtoueBble cAoBa: BocToUHO-KasaxcTaHCKMIA PernoH, 3KOAOrMYECKMiA TYPU3M, peKkpealoHHble
pecypchbl, pa3BuMTHE Typ13ma, OKpyKaiolllas cpeaa, MHPPaACTPYKTypa, AAHALLIAT.

Introduction

The development of tourism is topical and pri-
ority direction for each region of our country and
one of the main goals specified in the Address of the
Head of State to the people of Kazakhstan. Sustain-
able growth of the country’s economy due to accel-
erated industrialization and infrastructure develop-
ment, where the tourism sector plays an important
role (Bektimirova, 2003: 146.).

Since the beginning of the 80s of the XIX cen-
tury, one of the priorities of travel is ecological tour-
ism. According to one of the definitions, ecological
tourism is all kinds and forms of tourism, where the
main motivation is observation and communication
with nature, which contributes to the preservation
of the environment and cultural and natural herit-
age, with minimal impact on them (Bektimirova,
2003). This makes us talk about the phenomenon of
so-called ecotourism, a special sector of the tourist
area, which, according to some estimates, already
covers more than ten percent of the tourist market,
and its growth rates are 2-3 times higher than the
corresponding rates in the entire tourism industry
(Lukichev, 2011: 3-6).

Today the main task for all regions of the world
is the development of new approaches to solve prob-
lems of preserving the natural environment, and the
East Kazakhstan region is also in the list. In general,
the nature of East Kazakhstan: the diversity, unique-

ness, attractiveness and vastness of landscapes not
yet covered by urbanization processes represents
ideal conditions for the successful development of
ecological tourism (Shajkenova, Mamutova, 2009).
East Kazakhstan region, since it has a rich potential
for the development of ecological tourism. Ecologi-
cal tourism in the East Kazakhstan region is not only
an interesting journey, but also an introduction to
the preservation of the environment (Kajgorodcev,
2011, Nakatkov, 2012).

The aim is to analyse the features of the devel-
opment of ecological tourism in the East Kazakh-
stan region, which has considered as a specific and
promising type of tourism activity (Allcock, Jones,
Lane, Grant, 1994).

The task is to analyse the current situation of
ecological tourism and its place in the economy of
East Kazakhstan, and to identify the prospects for
the development of ecological tourism in the region.

The object of research

Tourism is one of the factors of world integra-
tion processes, and tourism business is now be-
coming a significant sector of the economy. Eco-
logical tourism is currently a priority sector and
contributes to the sustainable development of the
economy. Analysis of the tourist market of Ka-
zakhstan conducted by the Kazakhstan Tourist As-
sociation (KTA) and IPK experts in 2005 showed
that Kazakhstan possesses a huge untapped nature
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potential with a large number of national parks and
reserves, as well as an outstanding cultural heritage
(Blamey, 1997: 109-130).

Research and survey (about 10 000 question-
naires) conducted in Germany, Great Britain,
France, South Korea and Japan showed that there
is a high interest for ecological tours to Kazakhstan
among foreigners.

There are several types of ecotourism, which in-
clude:

1. Natural tourism - aimed at the development of
nature (mountains, forests, caves);

2. Biotourism - the object of this type of ecologi-
cal tourism is the manifestation of nature;

3. Ecotourism - objects - cultural places, natural,
anthropogenic landscapes, where the culture is fully
connected with the environment (Cater, 1994).

Ecological tourism is very popular among young
people, aged people. who love active and interesting
rest (Ceballos-Lascurain, 1987). On the basis of the
foregoing, let consider the development of ecologi-
cal tourism in East Kazakhstan in connection with
the growing interest of ecotourists in this region
and as one of the new and dynamically developing
sectors of world tourism industry (Gibson, Dodd,
Joppe, Jamieson, 2003: 324-327).

East Kazakhstan is well known for its rich rec-
reational potential, formed from unique natural
and historical sites. This is the highest mountain
of Siberia Belukha, revered as sacred among many
peoples who lived here; the only one in the world
in terms of significance and size is the geological
Tarkhan gorge. The relic and endemic plants of
the region are of great interest; huge tracts of rock
paintings, which have no analogues in the world;
extensive grave complexes, including the Zevak-
insk and Berel (Hetzer, 1965: 1-3). The nature of
this region is diverse. In the south-east rises Saur
ridge and Tarbagatai, and between them and the
Southern Altai, lies the Zaysan hollow. The rivers
of East Kazakhstan - the right affluent of the Ir-
tysh Kurchum, Bukhtarma, Uba, Ulba - are full of
turbulent water, they contain not only the richest
energy reserves, but also places for extreme rest
(Higham, Luck, 2002: 36-51). Below to Oskemen
(Ust-Kamenogorsk) to Semey (Semipalatinsk) Ir-
tysh flows through a wide valley. An interesting
feature of East Kazakhstan is the possibility of
studying all types of landscapes that are available
in Central Asia in a relatively small area. The scen-
ery of this region can be enjoyed within a single
tourist tour (Honey, 1999). Here you can see:

— sandy-desert zones;

— clay canyons;
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— steppe zones;

— highlands;

— forests and taiga;

— alpine meadows;

— mountain peaks, whose height exceeds 4500
m above sea level (the peak of Altai and Siberia - the
mountain Belukha).

Unusual geographical and geopolitical posi-
tion equally with a unique landscape echoes with
a diverse culture and traditions. In one tourist trip,
tourists will be able to see the culture of the origi-
nal nomadic Kazakhs, representatives of anglers,
old-timer, and visit the maral farm. All these factors
will present to each tourist an interesting, diverse,
dynamic and unforgettable journey (Ecotourism As-
sociation of Australia 1992).

East Kazakhstan is the most biodiversity-based
region includes 24 national reserves, the total area
of which is 6% of the entire territory of the East
Kazakhstan region. Particular attention should be
paid to the territory of the Kazakhstan Altai, which
is part of the Altai-Sayan ecological region. Due to
its unique landscape and biological diversity, this
region is included in 200 priority global ecological
regions, defined by the International Organization
“WWF Living Planet” (Fennell, 2001: 403-421).

East Kazakhstan is famous for its magnificent
honey — Altai mountain honey for its aroma, taste
and medicinal qualities is considered one of the best
in the world; here there are bears and marals (or no-
ble deer). The diversity and beauty of natural high-
mountain landscapes, the richness of the animal
and plant world, the presence of turbulent rivers,
noisy and rapid waterfalls, healing springs and other
places of special prominence is the Katon-Karagay
district. In the heart of the Altai Mountains between
two picturesque lakes, at the bottom of the stone
bowl are the famous “Rakhmanov keys” (Kastelein,
2004: 36-42).

At this time, a great demand for a growing seg-
ment of the tourist market is ecotourism. To meet
the requirements of the market, such forms of ac-
commodation have been developed, where tourists
can be acquainted with local traditions and culture;
enjoy a stay near nature conservation areas. Tour-
ists visiting the regions are provided with traditional
dishes that meet the minimum standards of quality,
safety, hygiene, comfort and are environmentally
friendly. Tourists have access to the unique, wild na-
ture and biodiversity of national parks and reserves
(Orams, 1995: 3-8).

The main popular tourist and recreational areas
of the East Kazakhstan region are North-east (Be-
lukhin), East (Markakol Lake), Central (Oskemen,
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Bukhtarma Coast), North (Ridder), Western (Se-
mey), South (Alakol Island). The main natural at-
tractions of the South Altai are concentrated in these
territories, attracting numerous tourists not only
from the CIS, but also from far abroad (Pedersen,
1991: 61-74).

The development of ecological tourism in the
East Kazakhstan region will contribute to the suc-
cessful development of the entire environmental
complex of the region, as well as the achievement
of the main social and economic goal of the region
- providing the population with favourable environ-
mental conditions as a determinant of healthy life-
styles and sustainable development of society (Ross,
Wall, 1999).

Ecological tourism pursues the goal of preserv-
ing the natural environment in its natural state and
brings a certain profit while satisfying the interests
of local residents.

An integral characteristic of ecotourism is en-
vironmental education, which includes two aspects:

—informative — getting knowledge about the nature
and culture of territories, ecological patterns, etc.;

— ethical — the formation of ecological mentality
—respect and understanding of nature and traditional
cultures, awareness of the need to preserve them.

The development of ecotourism is the most
perfect and, perhaps, the only way to reduce
the negative impact on ecosystems because of
tourist activities. The most important problem of
development of ecological tourism in the region is
that at the moment there is no state program for the
development of ecotourism, and, consequently, there
is no state support for this direction. At the same
time, one cannot say that ecological tourism in the
region is not developed at all. There are institutions,
non-governmental organizations involved in the
development of ecotourism and develop eco-routes
on their territories in order to develop ecotourism
(Tickell, 1994).

Methods of research

Research methods and data using in this work
are as follows: bibliographic, statistical, systematic,
comparative, official materials of state statistics
bodies: The Ministry of Health of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, the Agency of Statistics of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, the Statistics Department of the East
Kazakhstan region (Blamey, 2001). Literary sources
on the theoretical and methodological problems of
ecological tourism in the Republic of Kazakhstan
and also the materials of specialized scientific
journals, internet resources’ materials (Bran, Simon,
Nistoreanu, 2000).

Results and discussion. Modern biological sci-
ence has established that a global disturbance of the
ecological balance inevitably entails catastrophic
consequences for the environment, which is an in-
tegral part of the biosphere. The main objective of
the conservation of biological diversity defined by
this Convention is first of all the preservation of the
whole variety of microorganisms, flora and fauna, as
well as natural ecological systems, preventing their
losses as a result of economic and other activities
(Wall, inJafari, 2000).

It can be concluded that Eastern Kazakhstan is a
region with a unique landscape and natural and cli-
matic conditions. The natural and cultural diversity
of confirms the status of attractive region for tour-
ists. All conditions for the development of a tourist
product, characterized by dynamism and diversity,
are created here (Weaver, Lawton, 2007).

As the results of studies of tourist potential have
shown, the East Kazakhstan region has great oppor-
tunities for the development of ecological tourism.
It is based on unique natural conditions and land-
scapes, numerous natural, historical monuments,
cultural and ethnic heritage of peoples (Wu, Wang,
2007: 8-9).

However, despite the fact that ecological tour-
ism differs from other types of tourism with a neg-
ligible impact on the environment and does not
need a particularly developed infrastructure, activi-
ties in this direction face serious difficulties due to
the fact that for the most part the recreational and
tourist infrastructure is still at the stage of forma-
tion. The economic potential of ecological tourism
is practically unlimited, however, for its formation
and development, considerable capital investments
and costs will be required (Wu, Wang, Ho, 2010:
739-743). Creation of the necessary infrastructure
for ecological tourism will ensure the availability of
unique places of nature for tourists. It is necessary
to create conditions for attracting investments and
private capital with the aim of implementing invest-
ment projects for environmental tourism facilities,
such as the construction of a tourist complex on the
Rakhmanov Keys in the Belukha Mountain region
in the East Kazakhstan region, the construction of
health-improving complexes, recreation centres
on the Markakol Lakes, Alakol and others (Petrov,
2013: 108-111).

Conclusion
Consequently, based on the literature already

studied, it can be concluded that the attractiveness
of the East Kazakhstan region is determined primar-
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ily by the fact that nature on a vast territory has been
preserved in a natural state, practically unchanged
by man. The high degree of landscape and aesthetic
appeal of landscapes, the abundance of interesting
natural objects, as well as the unique flora and fauna,
allow us to recognize that East Kazakhstan is one of
the region’s most promising for organizing ecologi-
cal tours (Pronkina, 2016: 127-129).

Under condition of competent development,
ecological tourism can play not the last role in the
resolution of the modern social and economic crisis.
The development of ecotourism in the East Kazakh-
stan region needs new impulses. East Kazakhstan
has vast territories with untouched nature, unfortu-
nately, until recently, the development of ecological

tourism in the region was mostly amateur. In recent
years, there has been a trend towards the normal de-
velopment of this type of tourism (Miroshnichenko,
2007: 123-128).

Specifically, the development of ecotourism will
help to preserve the natural beauty of the unique ter-
ritories of East Kazakhstan. Revenues from ecotour-
ism will contribute to the development of the econ-
omy (Nakatkov, 2001). A rational use of natural and
cultural and historical tourist resources will avoid
many of the negative consequences of mass tour-
ism. Thus, the realization of the existing potential
is possible only on the condition of a systematic and
integrated approach to solving problems that hinder
the development of tourism.
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