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DEMOGRAPHIC AND MIGRATION PROCESSES
OF LARGE CITIES OF KAZAKHSTAN:
MAIN TRENDS AND DYNAMIC

Natural and migration movement of the population are indicators of all social, economic, geopoliti-
cal and other changes occurring in society. In the last decades, one of the tendencies of the development
of population in the Republic of Kazakhstan has been the rapid growth of large urban agglomerations
of the country due to concentration of a substantial number of the population in them. The spatial con-
centration of a large population provides both a number of advantages and also has negative challenges
and threats. This article provides a comparative analysis of the development of demographic processes
in Kazakhstan’s three large cities (Astana, Almaty and Shymkent) for the period from 2000 to 2022. An
assessment of the migration processes occurring in three cities was carried out, trends in external and
internal migration of cities and the reasons behind them were identified. Understanding the essence of
demographic and migration processes allows us to evaluate and predict economic trends and trends in
the development of social infrastructure of regions. Analysis of the population structure is an important
condition for developing the fundamental directions of the country’s socio-economic and demographic
policy. The analysis was based on the statistical data from the Bureau of National Statistics of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan.

Key words: demographic processes, fertility, mortality, population migration, large cities of Kazakh-
stan.
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P.B. CyaerimMeHOB aTblHA@FbI LLbiFbICTaHy MHCTUTYTbI, AAMaThI K., KasakcTaH
*e-mail: zhar80@mail.ru

KasakcTaHHbIH, ipi KaAraAapbIHbIH, AeMOorpadUsIAbIK XKoHe KOLLi-KOH YAepicTepi:
Herisri TpeHAEeHLUMAAAP MeH AMHAMUKA

XaAbIKTbIH TaBUFU KOHE MUMPALLUSIABIK, KO3FaAbICTapbl, KOFaMAA HOAbIMN >KaTKaH 6aPAbIK 9AEYMETTIK,
SKOHOMMKAABIK, reocasicu >oeHe 6acka aa e3srepictepAi amkbiHAaMAbl. COHFbl OHXKbIAABIKTAPAA
KasakcraH PecryGAMKacbiHAAFbl XaAbIKTbIH AaMy YAEpPIiCTepiHiH 6ipi KaAa arAomepaumsiaapAbiH
KapKbIHAbI ©CYyi >XOHE XaAbIKTblH Kern O6eAiriHiH coAapaa WOFbIpAAHYbl G0AAbI. Ken meaAllepae
XaAbIKTbIH, KEHiCTIKTE LOFbIPA@HYbI HipKaTap apTbIKLLbIAbIKTapAbl KAMTaMachl3 eTeAi, COHbIMEH KaTap
Tepic KMbIHABIKTap MeH KayinTepre akeAin coraabl. bya Makaraaa KasakcTaHHbIH, YL ipi KaAacblHAQ
(ActaHa, AAmartbl >kaHe LLIbiMkeHT) 2000-2022 >KbiAAQP apaAblFbIHAAFbI AEMOTPAUSAALIK YAEPICTEPAIH,
AaMYbIHbIH CaAbICTbIPMaAbl TaAAdybl GepiAreH. Y Kaaaaa G0oAbIM XKaTKaH MUMPaLMSAbIK YAepicTepiHe
Gara 6epiAin, KaAaAapAbIH CbIPTKbI XKOHe ilKi KeLi-KOH YPAICTePi )XKoHe OAapAbIH TybiHAQY cebenTepi
aHbIKTaAAbl. AeMorpaursAbIK >KaHe KOLLi-KOH YAepIiCTePiHiH MBHIH TYCIHY alMaKTapAaFbl 9AeYMeTTiK
MH(PaKYPbIAbIMAbI  AAMbITYAbIH  3KOHOMMKAAbIK, YpAICTepi MeH 6arbiTTapbliH  GOAXKayFa >keHe
GararayFa MYMKIHAIK Gepeai. XaAblK, KYPbIAbIMbIH TaAAQy EAAIH SAEYMETTIK-2KOHOMMKAAbIK, >kKoHe
AEMOrpaUSABbIK, CasicaTbiHbIH, ipreAi GarbiTTapblH 93ipAEYAIH MaHbI3Abl WAPTbl GOAbIM TabbIAAAbI.
3eptrey Kaszakcran Pecny6ankacbl YATTbIK, CTaTUCTUKA GIOPOCHIHbIH, CTAaTUCTUMKAABIK, MOAIMETTEPIH
TaAAQY Heri3iHAEe XKYPri3iAAi.

TyiiiH ce3aep: AemMorpadmsAbIK, YAEPIC, Tyy, ©AIM, XaAblKTbiH KeLWi-KOHbl, KasakcTaHHbIH ipi
KaAaAapbl.
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Aemorpachrueckme U MUrpaLMOHHbIE NPOLECCbI KPYMHbIX ropoaoB KasaxcraHa:
OCHOBHbIE TPEHAbI U AMHAMMKA

EcTtecTBEHHOE M MUTPALMOHHOE ABMXKEHME HAaCEAEHUS SIBASIIOTCS MHAMKATOPaMM BCEX FeONMOAUTU-
YECKMX, COLMAAbHO-3KOHOMMYECKMX, DKOAOTMUECKMX M APYTMX U3MEHEHMIA MPOUCXOASLLMX B OOLLe-
ctBe. OAHOM M3 TEHAEHLMIA Pa3BUTUS HaceAeHust PecryGAnkmn KasaxcTaH B MOCAEAHME AECATUAETMS
CTaA YCKOPEHHbIN POCT FOPOACKMX arAOMepaLmin pecrnyOAMKIN 3a CUYET KOHLIEHTPaLmMM GOAbLIOTO KO-
AMYECTBA HaceAeHMs! B HMX. [1pOCTpaHCTBEHHAs KOHLEHTpaums OGOAbLIOrO KOAMYECTBA HACEAEHMS
obecrneumBaeT Kak psiA NPENMYLLECTB, Tak M MMEET HeraTMBHbIE BbI30Bbl M yrpo3bl. B AaHHOM cTaTtbe
NMPOBOAMTCS CPABHUTEAbHbBI aHAAU3 PA3BUTUS AeMOrpacnyecKmnx NnpoLeccoB Tpex KPYrHbIX FOPOAOB
KasaxctaHa (ActaHa, AAMaTbl 1 LLIbiMkeHT) 3a nepuoa ¢ 2000 no 2022 rr. [NpoBeaeHa oueHKa MUrpa-
LIMOHHbIX MPOLLECCOB, NMPOUCXOASLLMX B TPEX FOPOAAX, BbIIBAEHbI TEHAEHLIMM BHELIHEN U BHYTPEHHEM
MUIpaLMM rOPOAOB M MPUUMHBI X 00yCAaBAMBAIOLLMX. [TOHMMaHME CYLIHOCTU AeMOorpauyeckmnx m
MUIPaLMOHHBIX NMPOLLECCOB MO3BOASET CMPOrHO3MPOBaTh M OLIEHUTb 3KOHOMUYECKME TEHAEHUMU U TeH-
AEHLMU Pa3BUTUS COLMAAbHOM MH(PPACTPYKTYpPbl PEFMOHOB. AHAAM3 CTPYKTYPbl HACEAEHUS SIBASIETCS
BaXKHbIM YCAOBMEM AASI Pa3paboTKM OCHOBOMOAAraloLLMX HAMPaBAEHUIA COLIMAAbHO-2KOHOMUYECKON M
Aemorpadmryeckoit NoAMTUKKM CTpaHbl. PaGoTa OblAa NPOBEAEHA HAa OCHOBE aHaAM3a CTaTUCTUUECKMX

AaHHbIX EEOpO HaUMOHAAbHOM CTAaTUCTUKMU PECI'Iy6/\l/lKl/I KazaxcraH.
KAroueBble caoBa: Aemorpa(bmquKme rnpoueccbl, poXXAaeMOCTb, CMEPTHOCTb, MMUTPallMa HaCeAe-

HWA, KPYIMHbIE TOPOAa KazaxcTtaHa.

Introduction

One of the main characteristic features of Ka-
zakhstan’s population is it’s growing unevenness of
its distribution across the territory of the republic.
Nowadays we can already talk about the formation
of certain trends, the designation of the place and
role of the regions in the general direction of the
country’s demographic development.

Increasing demographic imbalances, increasing
intensity of migration processes and regional charac-
teristics of migration form a complex picture of the
socio-economic situation of the regions of Kazakh-
stan. This creates the need to research parameters
and directions of the development of demographic
and migration processes, as well as the factors mo-
tivating the population’s adoption of corresponding
decisions (Aubakirova Zh.S. et al., 2022).

An important demographic phenomenon in re-
cent years is urbanization. According to the latest
statistics, as of June 1, 2024, the urban population
was 12552.6 thousand people (62.3%), the rural pop-
ulation was 7587.3 thousand people (37.6%). In the
last 25 years the urban population has increased by
33% or 4,175.8 million people, and the rural popula-
tion only by 13% or 1 million people. The increase
of urban population caused changes in gender-age
structure of population, structure of labor force and
employment, and, consequently, demographic be-
haviour. Thus, a process of urbanization influenced
all aspects of the social, ethnical, geopolitical and

socio-economical life of the country (Makhanov K.,
2020).

The three Kazakh agglomerations of the repub-
lic: Astana, Almaty and Shymkent represent a sepa-
rate urbanized model of demographic development.
An analysis of the demographic growth of these cit-
ies revealed that they account for more than half of
the urban population growth over the past decade.
Compared to 1991, it can be noted that they account
for almost 80% of the country’s total population
growth over the past 30 years of Kazakhstan’s inde-
pendence (https http://stat.gov.kz/).

Currently, the total population of million-plus
cities of Kazakhstan is approaching 5 million peo-
ple. Over the past decade, this number has increased
by 50%, adding 1.29 million people, and since 2000
it has more than doubled, reaching 4.91 million by
2024. The accelerated demographic expansion of
these urban centers can be attributed primarily to
internal migration of the population from other ru-
ral and urban areas (these cities are, in fact, the sole
regions in the Republic of Kazakhstan exhibiting
a positive migration balance), rather than solely to
natural growth, given that the natural rates of demo-
graphic growth are typically considerably lower in
large cities.

All these factors lead to a large regional imbal-
ance and increasing disproportions in the structure
of the distribution of the country’s population. De-
spite the annual increase in the population in the
country, the uneven distribution of the population
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across the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
coupled with the low population density throughout
the territory of the country, is one of the geopolitical
challenges of Kazakhstan.

Materials and methods

Studying population has deep roots and is con-
nected to realization of the importance of the demo-
graphic factors in the development of the society.
Staging and real content of this problem on differ-
ent stages of history mirrored main goals of societal
development and changed during the historical pro-
cess.

The processes of natural growth and migration
of the population are highly intricate and exert a
profound influence on the qualitative and quantita-
tive composition of the population, as well as on the
total population as a whole. Furthermore, migration
affects population growth by influencing birth rates,
marriage rates, health outcomes and mortality rates
among migrants. Consequently, it represents a cru-
cial factor in the reproductive process (Kultanova A.
et al., 2023).

Ptuha M.V., Korchak-Cherpukovsky U.A.,
Yastremsky B.S., Kvitkin O.A., Boyarsky A.Y.,
Urlanis B.C. significantly contributed to the devel-
opment of the methodology and methods of demo-
graphical research in the soviet period. Valentei
D.I.,, Kvasha A.Y., Volkov A.G., Vishnevsky A.G.
dedicated many works to the theories and methodol-
ogy of population. Questions of mortality and life
expectancy were widely discussed in the research
by Andreeva E.M., Vishnevsky A.G., Yermakov
S.P., Kozlova V.1I. etc. The works of Zaionchkovsky
Zh., Brooke S.I., Vorobiev O.D., Denisenko M.B.,
lontzev V.A. and others were dedicated to modern
methodological and methodical questions in re-
search of migration of population. A theory of three
steps of migration process was developed by Ryba-
kovsky L.L.

One of the works on demography is the monog-
raphy of Asylbekov M.H. and Galiyev A.B. “So-
cio-demographical processes in Kazakhstan (1917-
1980)” in which Kazakhstan’s socio-demographical
development through a long period is viewed as a
holistic and multifaceted process in the background
of global socio-economic and political changes in
the country (Asylbekov M.H., Galiev A.B., 1991).

Demographical processes in Kazakhstan in the
80’s and the first half of 90’s as well as ecological
situation and some healthcare problems are viewed
in the monography of Asylbekov M.H. and Kozi-

na V.V. (Asylbekov M.H., Kozina V.V.; 2001),
The works of Zhumasultanov T.Z. and Tatimova
M.B. are of significant methodological importance
due to their revelation of the global socio-historical
regularities of population evolution and their re-
gional specificity.

Kazakhstan’s scientists that have scientific works
on demography: U.M. Iskakova (cities and agglom-
erations), Nuysupova G.N. (socio-demographical
processes). Interconnection of demographic and mi-
gration processes, and economical development of
the regions are viewed in the works of Alzhanova Z.
and Serikova S., Kenzhegaliyeva A.

In the course of the study, primary statisti-
cal material was collected, data were grouped and
statistical information was subsequently analyzed
using such methods as the method of generalized
indicators, tabular and graphical methods, methods
of variance assessment, and the balance method.
Mathematical analysis methods and statistical meth-
ods were used to calculate demographic and migra-
tion indicators, describe and analyze demographic
processes and phenomena and their patterns, sum-
marize characteristics and calculate summary indi-
cators of population reproduction. Population maps
were created using the GIS mapping method. The
materials of the Bureau of National Statistics of the
Agency for Strategic Planning and Reforms of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, statistical digests, year-
books, the “Taldau” information and analytical sys-
tem, monographs, scientific articles, materials of lo-
cal executive bodies (Akimats) and Departments of
the regions of the republic were used to analyze and
form the statistical database.

Results and discussion

The accelerated growth of cities and the develop-
ment of urbanization are explained by demographic
factors, namely the rapid increase in the inner urban
population due to high natural population growth in
cities, driven by lower urban mortality compared to
rural areas, where higher mortality is compensated
by the birth rate. In addition, standard urbanization
patterns are represented by high migration from ru-
ral to urban areas, which is facilitated by rural push
factors (agricultural modernization and rural pov-
erty) and urban pull factors (industrialization and
urban-oriented policies) (Jedwab R. et al., 2017;
Haddad M., Pailhé A., 2024; Soto Nishimura A.,
Czaika M., 2024).

In general, in the three large cities, there has
been a trend of increasing birth rates over the past
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decades. In the cities of Almaty, Shymkent and As-
tana, the number of births is higher than in other re-
gions of Kazakhstan. As can be seen in Figure 1,
the birth rate surge occurred in 2006-2008. In com-
parison to 2000, absolute value of birth rate in the

three cities increased by 3 times by 2023, and the
birth rate averaged 13.6 and 25.8%o, respectively. In
regard to cities, the highest birth rate in 2023 was in
Shymkent (25.7%o), in Astana — 21.1%o, in Almaty
—16.7%0 (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 — Birth rates dynamics in Shymkent, Almaty and Astana for 2000-2021 (per 1000 people)

Urban settlements are generally characterized
by bigger birth rates than rural areas. This can be
explained by the structure of the population in cities,
which is younger due to the influx of young people
from rural areas to cities and, consequently, a higher
reproductive potential of the population, as well as
the acceptance and registration of births in urban
maternity hospitals.

Mortality of the population is the second most
important demographic process after birth rate, the
course of which depends on many factors: socio-
economic, natural and climatic, environmental, wel-
fare of the population, social infrastructure’s level,
etc. (Nyusupova G.N., 2018)

As can be seen in Figure 2, the mortality rates
per 1000 people in Astana, Almaty and Shymkent
show a decrease in rates for the research period.
In 2022, they amounted to 4.0, 5.7, and 4.3%., re-
spectively, which is almost half as much as in 2000.
The exception was the 2020-2021 pandemic period.
Then there was a sharp increase in mortality every-
where, including from 3.9%o in 2019 to 5.8%o in
2021 in Astana, from 6.5%o in 2019 to0 9.1%o in 2021
in Almaty, and from 4.7%o in 2019 to 6.8%o in 2021
in Shymkent.

Of the total number of deaths, there is a signifi-
cant preponderance of males. For example, in 2022,
in Astana, the mortality rate for men was 4.55%o, and
for women 3.49%o, in Almaty — 6.24 and 5.29%o, in
Shymkent — 4.77%o and 3.82%o.

The structure of mortality rates by causes of
mortality looks the following way: the first place for
many years with the highest percentage has been oc-
cupied by mortality from diseases of the circulatory
system (56%), as well as from cancer (15%). The
next are diseases of the respiratory and digestive or-
gans, that are indicators reflecting the influence of
the environment on human health, because the re-
spiratory and digestive organs are directly exposed
to environmental factors through drinking water,
food and air.

One of the indicators of the population’s quality
of life is the infant mortality rate. Almaty has one
of the lowest rates of infant mortality in the coun-
try. Per 1,000 born in 2022, there were 5.03 deaths,
while the average in the republic is 6.8. In the same
year, this indicator in Astana is 5.29, and is in the
4th place of infant mortality in the republic. In the
city of Shymkent, the infant mortality rate is 0.6
higher than the national average (Figure 3).
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It’s important to notice that in the last de-
cades there are positive changes in the infant
mortality rates in these cities: it tends to de-
crease. If in 2000 this indicator in the cities of
Astana and Almaty was 13.35 and 15.0 people
per 1000 births, then by 2022 it had decreased
almost threefold, by 5.29 and 5.03, respective-
ly. Data for Shymkent are given for 2018-2022,
the infant mortality rate also tends to decrease
over this period from 8.37%o in 2018 to 7.36%o
in 2022. Moreover, the pandemic period is also
characterized by a slight increase in infant mor-
tality rates, along with overall mortality. This
indicator is especially high among boys; more
boys are born and die than girls.

The main source of population growth remains
the factor of natural population growth (Canudas-
Romo V. et al., 2024). The level of natural popu-
lation growth across the republic and its regions
demonstrates a positive dynamic due to the increase
of the birth rate of the population in recent years,
combined with a decrease in mortality rates. The
only exception is the North-Kazakhstan region
(Nyussupova G. et al., 2020, Nyussupova G. et al.,
2022). Over the period from 2000 to 2022, its rela-
tive values in the cities of Astana, Almaty increased
significantly by more than 4 times; and in Shymkent
by 3 times.
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The natural population growth of Astana, Alma-
ty and Shymkent accounts for 28,5% of the total nat-
ural population growth of the republic. This indica-
tor in 2023 in absolute values was 24,022 people in
Astana, 23,565 people in Almaty and 25,942 people
in Shymkent, while in 2000 this indicator was 1,513,
2,717 and 3,412 people, respectively. The relative
indicator in 2022 is higher than the national average
(13.8%o0) in the cities of Astana (18.9%0) and Shym-
kent (22.9%o0), and below the national average in the
city of Almaty (11.2%o0). Shymkent has the highest
natural population growth (Figure 3).

An important factor influencing the dynamics of
the population, its demographic characteristics, age,
gender and ethnic composition is population migra-
tion. (Sato Y., Yamamoto K., 2005) Over time, the
intensity of the direction of the migration flow, the
level of professional education and health, as well as
the socio-cultural development of migrant’s change.

The cities under study show high migration ac-
tivity of the population. Figure 4 shows that these
cities show a positive trend, in contrast to the nation-
al average, which has had negative indicators over
the past decade. Three cities are centers of attrac-
tion for the population, mainly of working age. The
remaining regions of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
except for Almaty and Mangistau, have a negative
migration balance (https://www.gov.kz).
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Figure 4 — Indicators of the balance of general migration of the population of the regions
of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2022, people
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The analysis of the data on migration of the
population of Astana for 2000-2022 revealed the
dominance of arrivals to the number of departures.
In 2022, compared to the same period in 2002, the
migration balance in Astana increased 5 times. The
highest migration balance was in 2016. Over the
past few years, there has been an increase in the em-
igration rate of the population. (Kelinbaeva R.Zh.,
Orazaeva T.Zh., 2023). The change of external mi-
gration indicators of Astana for 2000-2022 is pre-
sented in Figure 5.
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In the external migration of Astana in recent
years since 2016 there has been active outflow of
population abroad, the largest outflow of the popu-
lation is characteristic of 2018 (1955 people), in
the same year the highest value of the negative
external migration balance was noted — 1276. The
largest number of people that arrived in Astana
was in 2013 — 1865 people. As a rule, the reasons
for external migration are the return to historical
homeland, as well as the search for work and edu-
cation.
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Figure 5 — Dynamics of external migration indicators of the population of Astana from 2003 to 2022, people

According to statistics for 2021, the main out-
flow of the population occurred to the Russian Fed-
eration (RF) (1,131 people), Germany (388 people),
Poland (45 people), Belarus (23), Ukraine (12), the
USA (52), Turkey (11), Canada (23), Mongolia (93)
and other countries. 272 people arrived in the city
of Astana from Russia, 32 people from Azerbaijan,
61 people from Kyrgyzstan, 157 people from Uz-
bekistan, 15 people from Ukraine, 9 people from
the USA, 23 people from Germany, 54 people from
China, 47 people from Mongolia, 22 people from
Turkey and from other countries.

The main outflow of population outside the coun-
try falls on the CIS countries. Due to the fact that in
2020 in the Russian Federation it was simplified for
foreigners to obtain citizenship, it can be assumed

10

that this figure will increase. Economic motives and
ethnic migration, which is aimed at returning to the
historical homeland, belong to the paramount fac-
tors influencing emigration of population.

One of the distinctive features of external migra-
tion is a large number of able-bodied people aged
15 to 64 years. In general, throughout the entire pe-
riod, the city of Astana has seen active emigration
of European peoples, including Germans, Russians,
Poles, Ukrainians, and Belarusians.

The dynamics of internal migration of Astana
for 2000-2022 is characterized by a positive migra-
tion balance. Thus, in 2021, the migration balance
was 31,906, in 2020 — 25,607, in 2019 — 34,434 and
in 2016 — 76,950 people. The mass arrival of the
working age population creates unbalanced excess
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labour market, which strengthens surplus of the
supply of workers, and, consequently, increases the
level of unemployment in the capital region. The ex-
isting migration trends increase the labour surplus,
and, consequently, increase the unemployment rate
in this region. The trend of internal interregional
migration movement is that in all regions there are
donors for the capital Astana, the cities of repub-
lican significance Almaty and Shymkent, where
the balance of interregional migration movement
is positive. Thus, in these areas, the internal migra-
tion trend significantly affects demographic devel-
opment. The largest number of arrivals to Astana
came from Akmola region (15,131 people), Zham-
byl region (4,413 people), Turkestan region (6,522
people), East-Kazakhstan region (6,306 people), the
cities of Karaganda, Kostanay, Pavlodar, Shymkent
and Almaty. The largest number of departures from
Astana came to: Akmola region (9,699 people),
Turkestan region (3,529 people) and Almaty city

(5,687 people).
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Almaty remains the most attractive city in terms
of migration. It maintains the highest migration bal-
ance in the republic. In 2022, compared to the same
period in 2002, the migration balance in Almaty in-
creased 3 times.

As we can see in Figure 6, from 2004 to 2011
there was a prevail of the number of immigrants
over emigrants in the external migration of Almaty.
Starting from 2012, the prevalence of the outflow
of population of Almaty abroad is outlined, which
forms a negative balance of external migration of
the population. The highest indicator of the negative
balance in the city of Almaty is noted in 2019 -2219
people. From 2019 the negative migration balance is
declining. As a rule, the reasons for external migra-
tion of Almaty are the departures of young people
abroad for the purpose of study and work, which cre-
ates a loss of human capital — «brain drain». In 2022
there was a positive balance of external migration,
which was partly facilitated by the mobilization of
the population carried out in the Russian Federation.

N @9 < @”

%

B immigrant ®emigrant M migration balance

Figure 6 — Dynamics of external migration indicators of the population of Almaty from 2003 to 2022, people

According to Table 1 below, the Russian Fed-
eration, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and China domi-
nate in the external outflow of population. The
negative balance remains with Canada, Germany
and the USA. With other countries, the positive

balance of population migration remains. The
flow of population from Ukraine, Korea, Georgia
and Tajikistan has increased. In the overall flow
of migrants, the most active movements are with
the CIS countries.

11



Demographic and migration processes of large cities of Kazakhstan: main trends and dynamic

Table 1 — Dynamics of the balance of external migration of the population of Almaty by country from 2005 to 2023, people

Countries Year

2005 2010 2015 2020 2023

Azerbaijan 16 43 19 23 80
Belarus -17 -33 21 -17 65
Kyrgyzstan 601 376 140 123 498
Uzbekistan 1169 665 403 171 537
Russia -1375 -1 448 -1893 -1745 2491
Tajikistan 23 140 87 61 292
Ukraine 3 -3 41 6 186
USA -106 -41 -99 -71 -81
Germany -241 -30 -123 -134 -84
Georgia 45 63 29 44 140
Canada 212 -90 -37 -39 -27
South Korea 0 30 81 30 88
China 1195 271 24 447 388
Turkey 202 190 132 63 185
Other 166 189 70 99 294

In the internal migration of Almaty for a period
from 2000, a positive balance is observed. Thus, in
2017, the migration balance was 32 thousand, and
in 2022 — 29 thousand people. Almaty as a core city
is a key part of the Almaty agglomeration — it is the
centre of commuting, transit passenger and cargo
flows from different regions of the republic, mostly
from the adjoined areas of the Almaty region. To-
day, the city of Almaty and the Almaty region are
closely connected in many processes and areas of
life.

The dynamics of the general migration balance
of Shymkent for 2000-2022 underwent several mi-
gration waves. The first stage of 2000-2001 is char-
acterized by a high number of population arrivals,
mainly from other regions of the republic and from
the region. Thus, out of 50,223 people who arrived
in 2000, 80% or 35,623 people were internal im-
migrants. The ten-year period from 2002 to 2011
is characterized by low migration activity, even in
2005, 2007 and 2008 the migration balance was
negative. Starting from 2012 to the current time, the
internal migration balance increases and becomes
positive, and the peak of the positive migration bal-
ance falls in 2018 with a value of 34,456 people.

In the external immigration of the population
to Shymkent in 2021, Kazakhs predominate (588
people or 64%) and a small number of Russians
(60 people) and Uzbeks (90 people). Among the
emigrants, there is a noticeable predominance of
Russians (72%). Among the migrants, there is a no-
ticeable predominance of women. In the age compo-
sition, the working-age population aged 16-62 years
prevails. Among the countries, the main share of
immigrants in 2021 comes from Uzbekistan (84%),
among emigrants — Russia (94%), Uzbekistan and
Germany account for 4% of emigrants each. This
picture suggests that the main reason for migration
to Shymkent is the ethnic factor.

According to Figure 7, the period from 2003
to 2012 in the external migration of Shymkent
city active population movements are noticeable,
while a positive balance is maintained, the pre-
dominance of those arriving over those leaving.
Starting from 2013, the activity in external mi-
gration has been decreasing, the number of arriv-
als does not exceed 1100 people per year, but the
balance remains positive to this day. The highest
indicator of arrivals was in 2006 with a number of
3257 people.
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Figure 7 — Dynamics of external migration indicators of the population of Shymkent from 2000 to 2022, people

The main share of migrants is internal migration,
which amounted to 98% of total migration in 2021.
However, its values are declining and the migration
balance has decreased almost by half from 2017 to
2021. The peak of the general and internal migration
balance of the last decade occurred in 2018, which is
associated with the decision on granting Shymkent
the status of a city of republican significance.

The main reasons for population migration in-
clude the following: family factors, social reasons,
the level of development of medicine, and job cuts.
The increasing influx of population to the largest
cities of the republic — Astana, Almaty and Shym-
kent is happening because of the developed infra-
structure of the cities, availability of highly paid
vacancies and career prospects, development of
educational sphere, favourable economic and socio-
cultural environment. The reasons for the outflow
of population are reunification with family members
in the historical homeland, shortage of vacancies or
lack of demand for certain specialists — graduates
of foreign universities, problems with housing, en-
vironmental conditions, and other personal motives.

Conclusion

As a result of the conducted research, the fol-
lowing conclusions can be formulated.

For the period 2000-2022, in the largest cities
of Kazakhstan (Astana, Almaty and Shymkent) a

positive demographic tendency is observed, which
is expressed in an increase of birth rate, a decrease in
mortality in cities and, consequently, in an increase
in the rates of natural population growth and the
best, compared to other regions of the country, rates
of infant mortality. The reasons for the mentioned
trends are higher levels of healthcare development
in cities, working conditions and employment op-
portunities, which entails an influx of migrants of
working and childbearing age from other regions
and rural areas. An important factor is the increase
in the number of people of Kazakh nationality who
maintain ethnic traditions of having many children.
Another factor is the incorporation of adjacent ru-
ral areas into these cities, in which their population
is taken into account. Shymkent demonstrates the
highest rates of natural population growth.

Three megalopolises are characterized by high
intensity of migration and the largest migration
growth of the population in the republic. Since
2002, the migration balance in Astana has increased
5 times, in Almaty — 3 times, and in Shymkent — 2
times since 2003. The city with the greatest capacity
to attract migrants is Almaty, which has consistently
demonstrated the highest migration balance over an
extended period. Internal migration has a decisive
influence on migration processes in all flows — the
main part of migration flows of the population is
formed by internal migration — the influx of mainly
the working-age population to these cities from the
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regions. In the external migration of Astana and Al-
maty, there is a negative balance.

However, the city of Shymkent is significantly
inferior not only to Almaty and Astana, but also to
other less urbanized regions in terms of contribution
to GDP. This indicates quite serious socio-economic
problems in its development, the quality of urban-
ization, and a weak connection between the growth
of the city and the growth of its economic potential.
Suffice it to say that the share of self-employed in
Shymkent is critically high and amounts to 30%.
This level is typical in Kazakhstan mainly for rural
areas.

The existing trends of concentration of popula-
tion in the same growth points, primarily in the three
megacities of the republic with limited resources
for people to live, are fraught with negative socio-
economic consequences: increased social instability
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