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SPATIAL AND REGRESSION ANALYSIS OF PROVISION
OF COMMERCIAL LEGAL SERVICES IN RUSSIAN CITIES

The article examines the relationship between the number of employees at law firms, or lawyers, and
the provision of legal services in Russian cities. It aims to identify whether the increase in the number
of lawyers leads to an enhanced level of legal services provision. In addition, it attempts to discern
geographical patterns in the provision of legal services in Russia. To achieve these objectives, open data
from the Federal Tax Service of Russia is utilized as the primary source of information. Linear regression
is employed to estimate the hypothesized relationship, and data plotting and mapping are used to
visualize it. The study demonstrates an overall positive square root relationship between the number
of lawyers and the provision of legal services in cities, as well as a linear relationship between these
variables in distinct city population size groups. It supports a widely held proposition about the pivotal
role of the largest cities in the provision of services and also offers partial confirmation of the commonly
accepted view about the positive impact of service concentration on their delivery. However, the study
argues that there are multiple approaches to achieving a high level of legal services provision, with an
increase in the number of lawyers being only one of the potential options. The findings of this research
may serve to inform data-driven policymaking decisions of governmental bodies.

Key words: legal services, law firms, availability, cities, spatial analysis, regression analysis, small
and medium-sized businesses, open data
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[NepMb MEMAEKETTIK YATTbIK, 3epTTey yHuBepcuTeTi, Peceii, [Nepmb K.
e-mail: ntsp@ya.ru
Peceit KaraArapbIHAQ KOMMEPLMSIABIK, 3aH, KbI3METTEPiH KOPCETYAH,
KeHiCTIKTiK )KdHe perpeccusiAbiK, TaAAaybl

Makanaaa 3aHrepAik rpmasapAbiH (3aHrepAep) KbiI3MeTKepPAEpiHiH caHbl MeH Peceit KaanarapbiHAQ
3aHrepAiK KbI3MeT KOpCeTYy apacblHAAFbl 6aAaHbIC KapacTbipblAaAbl. 3epTTeYAiH MaKcaTbl — AABOKAT-
Tap CaHblHbIH apTybl 3aH, KbIBMETTEPIH KOPCETY AEHreMiHiH, apTyblHa 8KeAeTiHiH aHbikTay. COHbIMEH
Kartap, Pecerae 3aH KbI3METTEPIH KOPCETYAiH reorpausaAbiK, 3aHAbIAbIKTApbIH aHbIKTay 8peKeTi >ka-
caAyaa. AKnapatTbiH Heri3ri ke3i peTiHae Pecernain Meaepassblk CaAbIK, KbI3METIHIH, allblK, AepeKTepi
nanAasaHbiAaAbl. Cbi3bIKTbiK, perpeccus 60AXKamMAbl KaTblHACTbl GaFaAay YLiH KOAAQHbIAAABI, aA
rpacmKaAbik, >koHe KapTaAay 6GakblAAHATbIH 3aHABIAbIKTAPAbl BU3yaAM3aUMsAQy YLIIH KOAAQHbBIAQADI.
3epTTey KanaAapAaFbl 3aHrepAep caHbl MEH 3aH KbI3MeTTepiH KepceTy apacbiHAAFbl OH, KMUCbIK, CbI3bIKTbl
(kBappaT Ty6ip PYHKUMSACHIHA >KaKbIH) KATbIHACTbI, COHAAN-AK, KAAaAapAbl XaAblK, CaHbl 60WbIHLIA TOM-
TacTblpy Ke3iHAE OCbl aHbIMAABbIAAP apaCbiHAAFbI CbI3bIKTbIK, OAMAAHBICTbI KepceTeai. ByAa KpiameTt
KepceTyAeri ipi KaAaAapAblH eyl POAIH KeHiHeH 6GeKiTyMeH COMKeC KeAeAi, COHbIMeH Kartap
KbI3METTEPAIH LUOFbIPAAHYbI KbI3MET KOPCETYre OH acep eTeAl AereH oAbl ilWiHapa pacTanabl. Ae-
reHMeH, 3epTTey 3aH KbI3METTEPIH KOPCETYAIH XXOFapbl AEHIeiHe KOA XKETKI3YAIH 8pTYPAI TaciAAepi
6ap eKkeHiH KepceTeAi, aABOKATTap CaHblH KeOenTy Tek 6ip FaHa bIKTMMaA HYCKA GOAbIM TabblAAAbI.
3epTTey HOTUXKEAEPI YOKIAETTI OpraHAapAbIH AepekTepre HerisAeAreH wewiMAep KabbiAaaybiHa Heri3
60Aa anaAbl.

Tyiin ce3aep: 3aH Kbi3MeTTepi, 3aH urpmasapbl, Kayincisaik, Kaaaap, KEHICTIKTIK TaAAay,
perpeccusiAbIK, TaAAQY, LLAFbIH X8He opTa GM3HEC, allbIK, AepeKTep.
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[epMCKMin FOCY AQPCTBEHHbIN HALMOHAABHbIM MCCAEAOBATEAbCKMI YHUBEpCUTeT, Poccus, 1. MNepmb
e-mail: ntsp@ya.ru
leorpadpmueckmii U perpecCMOHHbIM aHaAU3 06ecrevyeHHOCTH
KOMMep4YeCKMMU IOPUAUYECKMMHU YCAYTaMK B ropoaax Poccuu

B cTaTbe nccAeAyeTCs CBSI3b MEXAY YMCAOM COTPYAHMKOB IOPUAMUECKMX (DMPM (IopucToB) 1 obe-
CMeYeHHOCTbIO I0PUAMYECKMMU YCAyramm B ropoaax Poccun. Lleab nccaepaOBaHMS — OMpPeAeAmTb,
NMPUBOAMT AWM YBEAMUEHME UMCAQ IOPUCTOB K MOBbILEHUIO YPOBHS 06eCcrnedeHHOCTH I0PUAMUYECKUMI
ycayramu. Kpome Toro, npeAnpuHUMAETCS MOMbITKA BbISIBUTH reorpaduueckmne 3aKkoHOMepHOCTH obe-
CMeYyeHHOCTU I0pPUAMYECKUMK YCAyramm B Poccuun. B kauecTBe OCHOBHOIO MCTOYHMKA MH(DOpMaumm
MCMOAB3YIOTCS OTKpbITble AaHHble PHC Poccuun. AAS OLEHKM MpeAnoAaraeMoi B3auMOCBS3U Mpu-
MEHSIETCSI AMHEeHas perpeccusi, a AAS BU3yaAM3auum oBHAPY>KEHHbIX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEN UCMOAb3Y-
I0TCS MOCTpoeHue rpachmMKoB M KapTorpacdmpoBaHue. MccaepoBaHMe MOKasblBaeT MOAOXKMTEABHYIO
KPUBOAMHENHYIO (6AM3KYIO K (DYHKLMM KBAAPATHOrO KOPHS) CBSA3b MEXAY KOAMYECTBOM IOPUCTOB 1
06€eCrneyeHHOCTbIO IOPUAMYECKMMU YCAYTaMU B TOPOAAX, @ TAKXKE AMHENHYIO CBSI3b MEXAY 3TUMM Me-
pPeMeHHbIMM MPU FPYMNNUPOBKE FOPOAOB MO YUMCAEHHOCTM HaceAeHus. OHO CcoraacyeTcs C LUMPOKO pac-
MPOCTPAHEHHBIM YTBEPXKAEHMEM O KAIOUEBOWM POAM KPYMHENLIMX FOPOAOB B NMPEAOCTABAEHUN YCAYT,
a TaK>Ke YaCTUUHO MOATBEPXKAAET MPEACTaBAEHME O MOAOKUTEABHOM BAMSIHUM KOHLIEHTPALMM YCAYT
Ha o6ecrneyeHHOCTb MK, Tem He MeHee, pe3yAbTaTbl MCCAEAOBAHMS FOBOPSIT O TOM, YTO CYLLECTBYIOT
pasHble MOAXOAbI K AOCTUXEHMIO BbICOKOTO YPOBHSI 06€CNEUEHHOCTU IOPUAMYECKMMI YCAYTamMu, NMpu-
UYEM YBEAMYEHWE KOAMYECTBA IOPUCTOB SIBASIETCSI AVLLb OAHUM M3 MOTEHLIMAAbHbIX BapMaHTOB. Pe3yAb-
TaTbl UCCAEAOBaHMS MOTYT MOCAY>KUTb OCHOBOM AASI IPUHSITUS PELLIEHUI OpraHamm BAACTH Ha OCHOBE

AadHHbIX.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: 10OpUAMYECKME YCAYTH, IOpUAMYEcKre (DrPMbl, 06ecnedeHHOCTb, ropoAa, Npo-
CTPAHCTBEHHbI aHAAM3, PErPECCUOHHbIN aHAAM3, MaAOEe 1 CPeAHee MPeANPUHUMATEALCTBO, OTKPbITbIe

AdHHbIE.

Introduction

Geography of services is a significant and
well-established branch of geographical studies.
The discipline’s history can be traced back to the
second half of the 20th century, as documented
by Tkachenko and Fomkina (2016). Two distinct
research approaches exist within the field of
geography of services. The first may be described
as economic, while the second may be designated as
social. The economic approach, as its name suggests,
treats the services as a regular part of the economy.
It considers their role in GDP or employment, their
impact on growth, and the interplay between services
and other business activities. For instance, a study by
Wojcik (2021) offers an economic-based overview
of FihTech geography. The social approach, while
closely related to the economic one, focuses on the
services as the foundation of people’s well-being and
studies the provision, availability, and accessibility
of services, as well as their diversity and quality. For
example, the study in Indonesia (Pratiwi et al. 2021)
employs a variety of socio-economic data from the
national health insurance system to discuss, among
other issues, the equity problems that arise from
geographical differences. The problem of access to
various services has been a significant concern for
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decades (Mark Blacksell 1990; Keleher and Ellis
1996), as it is directly related to the quality of life
and the guarantee of human rights. Furthermore,
research has been conducted on the relationship
between geographical properties and service
availability (Holzer, Goldsmith, and Ciarlo 2000;
Johnson et al. 2006).

Cities have traditionally been regarded as
regional hubs that provide goods and services
to smaller surrounding settlements (Christaller
and Baskin 1966). Consequently, urban studies
are closely intertwined with the geography of
services (Reilly 1931; Brush 1953). It is widely
acknowledged that professional and business
services tend to cluster, and their spatial distribution
is closely linked to urban hierarchies (Bennett,
Graham, and Bratton 1999; Keeble and Nachum
2002; Rubalcaba et al. 2013; Kekezi and Klaesson
2019). The concentration of businesses provides
economic benefits for the companies and, as such,
the concentration is likely to become self-sustaining.
It is reasonable to assume that such concentration not
only leads to economic growth but also positively
impacts the service provision, thereby being
productive in both economic and social dimensions.
It is a common observation that the largest cities and
regional centers offer a greater variety and quantity
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of diverse services than smaller settlements and rural
areas, where the availability of services is limited
due to the low number of providers. Nevertheless, it
must be asked: is this relationship truly valid? The
common-sense notion that the number of service
providers is correlated with the provision of services
may be incorrect. Thus, rigorous data-driven testing
of this hypothesis is necessary.

This paper empirically examines the relationship
between the number of employees at law firms
(designated here for simplicity as lawyers) in
Russian cities and the provision of legal services.
The existing literature on the availability of services
typically focuses on medical services (Joseph and
Bantock 1982; Doorslaer, Masseria, and Koolman
2006; Weiss et al. 2020; Maleki et al. 2024), with
relatively little attention paid to legal services.
Nevertheless, there is a growing recognition that
spatial aspects of legal services, though understudied
by geographers, are worthy of investigation (M.
Blacksell et al. 1988; Patel, Balmer, and Pleasence
2008). This is because they are directly related to the
rule of law, the protection of human rights, and the
support of social order and stability. The analysis
is based on the open data about small and medium-
sized businesses (SMB) published by the Federal
Tax Service (FTS) of Russia. The primary research
question is how the specific provision of legal
services is influenced by the number of lawyers
(employees at law firms). Additionally, the study
aims to identify geographical patterns of the legal
services provision.

Materials and methods

Data. This research uses a geocoded dataset on
small and medium-sized law firms incorporated in
Russia. The dataset is derived from FTS open data
dumps (archives) of the state SMB Registry (Federal
Tax Service of Russia 2024b) and FTS open data on
the average number of employees of organizations
(Federal Tax Service of Russia 2024a), which
were processed using the Python command-line
tool ru-smb-companies developed by the author of
the paper. The dataset contains information about
distinct companies, including their names, taxpayer
IDs, regions and settlements of incorporation, and
main activity codes.

Law firms were selected based on a main activity
code equal to 69.10. This selection technique was
derived from the analytical paper on the Russian
legal services market prepared by the members of
the Institute for the Rule of Law (Moiseeva and

Skougarevskiy 2016). Furthermore, the dataset was
subjected to the following filters: the year was set to
2021, the company was identified as an organization
rather than a sole entrepreneur, the company had
declared non-zero revenue and expenditure for the
target year (implying that the company was active),
and the company’s address of registration was in a
city rather than in a rural area. In addition to the main
dataset, data on city populations was utilized from
a freely distributed commercial source (HFLabs
2021).

During the exploratory data analysis, six
cities were identified as outliers and subsequently
excluded from the dataset. Two of the cities,
Moscow and Saint Petersburg, were removed due
to the extremely high number of employees at law
firms: 18,866 and 5,550, respectively. In contrast,
the next city had a considerably smaller number
of employees, with less than 2,000. The remaining
four cities (Innopolis, Kirovsk, Bronnytsy, and
Krasnoarmeisk) are distinguished by a markedly
elevated proportion of law firms’ employees in
their respective populations. This proportion ranges
from 38 per 10,000 in Krasnoarmeisk to 417 per
10,000 in Innopolis, in stark contrast to less than 20
per 10,000 in all other cities. After applying all the
filters and removing the outliers, the dataset contains
information about 576 cities.

Methods. The primary analytical technique
employed in this study is linear regression. The
independent variable in the regression is the
number of lawyers (employees at law firms) in a
city, which is denoted as n. In theory, either the
number of law firms or their employees may be
used as the independent variable, but law firms in
different cities may have different sizes, and thus
the number of employees seems to be a more stable
and consistent metric. The value for each city is
calculated as the sum of the number of employees
of each law firm incorporated in that city. If a
law firm reports a zero count of employees, it is
assumed that the number of employees is equal
to one. The dependent variable in the regression
is the specific provision of legal services which is
denoted as p and calculated by dividing the number
of employees at law firms in the city by the city’s
population and multiplying the result by 10,000.
In other words, it is the number of lawyers per
10,000 people. This formula represents a modified
version of the legal market saturation metric used
in the analysis of the Russian legal services market
conducted by the Institute for the Rule of Law
(Moiseeva and Skougarevskiy 2016).
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Cities were classified according to their
population size. The population-based categorization
is conducted following the classification system
proposed by Lappo (1997). This is done to ascertain
whether the hypothesized relationship is dependent
on the city size. Linear models were constructed for
the entire dataset, without accounting for the groups,
or within each group separately. If necessary, the
variables were loglO-transformed. The results are
then presented in graphical form on the plots. The
analysis was conducted in the R programming
language in conjunction with additional packages.
The source code for this paper can be accessed via the
public repository: https://github.com/PavelSyomin/
ru-smb-companies-papers/tree/main/legal-services-
provision.

Theoretical model. Although the modeling
described earlier appears straightforward, it is
based on a theoretical mathematical framework,
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and several potential outcomes can be identified
before analyzing the data. It is known that a
simple linear model is described by the two
coefficients: the intercept, which is a term of the
linear equation showing the relative shift of the
regression line along the y-axis, and the slope,
which is a coefficient of the independent variable
showing the angle between the regression line
and the x-axis. The slope can be either positive,
negative, or zero. As a special edge case, it can be
also infinite (that is, the regression line is vertical),
although, strictly speaking, such a dependency is
not a mathematical function. Consequently, the
linear fit previously described can yield a result
of one of four types, each corresponding to one of
the slope options and, subsequently, the pattern of
relationship between the number of lawyers and
the provision of legal services. These types are
illustrated in Figure 1.

Type 3:s<0

Type 4:s —

0 400 800 0 400 800

Number of lawyers (n)
s means slope, dots are hypothetical data points,

line is hypothetical linear fit of points

Figure 1 — Four plots showing four types of the theoretical relationship between
the number of lawyers and the provision of legal services in cities

In the context of regression analysis, Type 1
corresponds to the zero slope. In this instance, the
regression line is horizontal. From the standpoint
of legal services provision, it describes the absolute
equality in the delivery of legal services across cities
and its independence of the number of lawyers. This
type can be also described as optimal, as it ensures
equitable access to legal services (at least in spatial
terms). Type 4, similarly to Type 1, also indicates
the independence between the number of lawyers
and the provision of legal services. However, in this
case, the number of employees at law firms is fixed,
rather than their proportion in the population.

Type 2 is defined by the positive slope and,
consequently, a positive linear relationship between
the number of lawyers and the provision of legal
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services. It appears that in a free market, this type
is the most probable, although the specific value of
the slope may vary. In such a scenario, the greater
the number of lawyers, the easier it is to find a
lawyer, and vice versa. In contrast to Type 2, Type
3 exhibits a negative regression slope and a negative
relationship between the number of lawyers and
the provision of legal services. This type may
emerge when there is an unexpected and rapid
migration of people from the smallest cities to the
largest with a nearly uniform (Type 1) distribution
of legal services provision as a prerequisite. In
such circumstances, the specific provision of legal
services in the smallest cities increases at a high rate
due to the population loss. However, in the largest
cities, the number of lawyers cannot grow as fast as
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the population, leading to a decline in the specific
provision of legal services. As a result, the slope of
the regression line becomes negative.

Results and discussion

Figure 2 depicts the relationship between
the number of lawyers and the provision of legal
services. The overall connection between these
variables appears to be nonlinear, with a square
root function providing a satisfactory fit. However,
the same relationship within each population size
group is well-fitted by a linear model in most cases.
As illustrated in Table 1, the coefficients of these
linear models differ, and the slope declines as the
city population increases. The regression line
for small cities is close to Type 4, and the small

coefficient of determination (R? = 0.11) indicates
that the provision is almost independent of the
number of lawyers, likely due to the low variance
of the latter. The modeled relationship in millionaire
cities resembles Type 1, which is another option
for independence caused by relatively uniform
and equal provision regardless of the number of
lawyers. The coefficient of determination here is
also relatively low (R? = 0.51), although greater
than in the group of small cities. Cities of medium
to extra-large size are characterized by a positive
correlation between the number of lawyers and the
provision of legal services, which can be classified
as Type 2. The coefficient of determination is high
(R? is approximately 0.9), indicating that nearly all
the variance in the provision of legal services can be
explained by the number of lawyers.

Lawyers per 10,000 (p)

City type
o Regular city
* Regional center

City size by population
Small (<50k)

Medium (50—100k)

Big (100-250k)

Large (250-500k)
Extra-large (500k—1M)
Millionaire (>1M)

LB B B

?@ SPb

MsK Linear fits
+ Overall

— By city group

(I) 50‘00 1 OCI)OO 1 5(’)00

1000

0 500
Lawyers in a city (n)

1500

Figure 2 — The relationship between the number of lawyers
and the provision of legal services in cities

Table 1 — Summary of linear models fitted for each city population size group. All models and coefficients are statistically significant

(p <0.05), except for intercepts in small and medium cities

City size Intercept Slope R? # of cities
Small (<50k) 1.87 0.3502 0.11 268
Medium (50-100k) -0.07 0.1503 0.95 144
Big (100-250k) 0.45 0.0511 0.87 91
Large (250-500k) 0.88 0.0231 0.94 36
Extra-large (500k—1M) 1.55 0.0122 0.88 24
Millionaire (>1M) 8.15 0.0005 0.52 13
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In general, regional centers have a relatively
high number of lawyers and a considerable level
of legal services provision. This observation is
likely attributable to the phenomenon of regional
centralization: economic activity and commercial
services are concentrated in the administrative centers
of regions, which host the governmental bodies and
are often the most populous cities within a region.
Moscow and Saint Petersburg, although excluded
from the data analysis and shown separately on a
subplot (see bottom right frame in Figure 2), are two
notable outliers with an extremely high number of
lawyers and a high level of legal services provision.
Moscow accounts for approximately one-third of
all employees at law firms, while Saint Petersburg
accounts for approximately 10%. The position of
the corresponding data points relative to the main
regression lines suggests that there is a saturation
point, at which a further increase in the number of
lawyers has little effect on the provision of legal
services.

The general tendencies observed in Figure
2 should be supplemented by an analysis of the
cities distribution shown in Figure 3, which
extends Figure 2 and displays the binned count of
cities according to the number of lawyers and the

provision of legal services. The overwhelming
majority of cities exhibit a low level of both legal
services provision and law firm development. A
mere 18 cities are distinguished by a high number
of lawyers, exceeding 500. It is noteworthy that a
high number of lawyers is favorable to the legal
services provision, as all of these cities are at least
at the medium level of provision, and none of them
has less than 5 lawyers per 10,000 people. However,
cities with a relatively low number of lawyers can
reach top performance in legal services provision
that is on par with the cities with the highest number
of lawyers. Moreover, it appears that such small
yet well-served cities are even more prevalent than
cities with a high level of both law firm development
and legal services provision. The relative location
of bin counts in Figure 2 suggests that, in addition
to the dominant bottom left corner, there are two
main clusters of cities representing two distinct
approaches to achieving a high level of legal services
provision. One approach is to increase both the
absolute number of lawyers and the relative number
of lawyers per population, which is characteristic
of the largest cities. A second approach is to have
a relatively small yet sufficient number of lawyers,
which may be typical of small and medium cities.
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Figure 3 — Count and proportion of cities with various combinations
of number of lawyers and the level of legal services provision
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Figure 4 presents a map of cities with relatively
high (more than 5 lawyers per 10,000 people)
provision of legal services. The most prominent
cluster is formed by Moscow and its satellite cities.
Other notable cities with high provision include
Krasnodar and Stavropol in the south of Russia,
Yekaterinburg and Chelyabinsk in the Urals, and
Tyumen and Novosibirsk in Western Siberia, as

well as Irkutsk in Eastern Siberia. There are several
regions with no cities that provide a high level of legal
services provision (in particular, the Far East, North,
and Caucasus). Conversely, the majority of cities
with a relatively high level of legal services provision
are located in five economic regions of the country, as
categorized by Leyzerovich (2010): Central, Central-
Chernozem, Volga-Vyatka, Volga, Ural.

Lawyers per 10,000 people Economic region

o O O
[ R I
10 15

D Central

I:] Central-Chernozem |:| Volga |:| Other

D Ural |:| Volga-Vyatka

Figure 4 — Map of legal services provision in Russian cities.
Only cities with more than 5 lawyers per 10,000 people are shown

Conclusion

The provision of legal services in cities has a
positive relationship with the number of lawyers. The
overall trend can be approximated by a square root
curve, while the relationship in distinct population
size groups is close to linear with varying slopes
of the regression line. In small cities, the increase
in the number of lawyers has a minimal impact on
the level of legal services provision. In larger cities,
the relationship is linear and positive. In cities with
a population above one million, the impact of the
growth of the number of lawyers on the provision
of legal services is less pronounced, as the latter is
already high and uniform in these cities. Regional
centers typically have a relatively high provision
of legal services. Moscow and Saint Petersburg are
distinguished by the highest number of lawyers and

the high provision of legal services. Empirical data
indicates that there may be a saturation limit beyond
which the increase in the number of employees at
law firms does not have a substantial impact on the
provision of legal services

The majority of cities (approximately 85%)
are characterized by a paucity of lawyers and a
correspondingly limited level of legal services
provision. Two distinct groups of cities can be
identified based on their approach to achieving
a high level of legal services provision. The first
group is comprised of cities with a large number of
lawyers. The second group, in contrast, has a small
number of lawyers that nevertheless meet the needs
of local communities. Moscow and its surrounding
region exhibit a relatively high level of legal services
provision. Similarly, Saint Petersburg, Krasnodar,
Stavropol, Yekaterinburg, Chelyabinsk, Tyumen,
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Novosibirsk, and Irkutsk also have a satisfactory
provision of legal services. Most of the cities with
high levels of legal services provision are situated
within five economic regions of the country:
Central, Central-Chernozem, Volga-Vyatka, Volga,
and Ural. Conversely, in numerous regions of the
Far East, North, and Caucasus the provision of legal
services is notably limited.

The findings of this study can serve as a
scientific foundation for data-driven decision-
making by federal and regional government bodies,
local authorities, and private actors. The federal
government can use the results to develop a policy
framework for supporting the establishment of
small and medium-sized law firms, particularly in
the regions and cities where the availability of legal
services is limited, or for stimulating the export
of legal services from cities with a high level of
provision to the peripheries. This could be achieved,
for instance, by creating local offices of central law
firms or providing online consultations. Regional

and local authorities may utilize the findings to make
informed decisions about the actions required for
the development of local law business, taking into
account the city population size and the identified
strategies for achieving a high level of legal services
provision. It is important to note, however, that in
certain instances, a “do nothing” approach may be
optimal, because it has been found that some cities
with a small number of law firms nevertheless
provide a high level of legal services, and therefore
no government intervention is necessary. Private
actors, such as law firms, may use the results of
this study to inform their spatial expansion plans.
For consumers, the results of this study may provide
knowledge about the spatial patterns of legal
services provision, enabling them to make decisions
about where to seek legal advice. Finally, the data
acquisition technique described in this study can be
used to re-obtain information about the individual
law firms and perform its additional analysis aligned
with specific objectives.
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