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A GEOGRAPHICAL EVALUATION
OF THE AKTOBE OBLAST’S TOPONYM CHANGING
AND ELIMINATION DYNAMICS FROM SOVIET NAMES

One significant component of cultural heritage is represented by regional toponymy. In post-Soviet
nations like Kazakhstan, the decommunization — the process of dropping Soviet names — is a dynamic
process now underway. Old names for geographical features and settlements are accepted and then
given new ones as part of this process. The nation’s historical and cultural legacy must be preserved, and
this procedure is crucial to that goal. An examination of oikonyms in the Aktobe oblast demonstrates
that decommunization brought about modifications linked to historical events in addition to affecting
names connected to revolutionary and Soviet personalities. This is a continuous process that is built
upon the creation of geographic databases. It is essential to remember that place name modifications
are taken into account in relation to their frequency and sociolinguistic characteristics. A semantic cat-
egorization of place names in the Aktobe oblast was done using data analysis, and the changes in these
names throughout the time under consideration were examined. The structure of renaming types in the
post-Soviet era is analysed, and two major phases of transition are recognised. A considerable portion of
toponyms were discovered to have had their names changed, which suggests that the cultural landscape
of the area has changed. First and foremost, changes in the republic’s geopolitical and socioeconomic
landscape are to blame for the renaming. The post-Soviet era saw particularly notable developments,
mostly related to the de-Sovietization process. Previous cultural strata underwent changes, which were
reflected in the compression of old toponyms. The research examines the factors leading to recent altera-
tions in the names of rural villages in the Aktobe oblast, as well as matters like the frequency of name
recurrence. The research looks closely at how the Soviet names of the city of Aktobe were cleared of
oikonyms and urbanonyms. Undertaken with student engagement, this field of study offers a compre-
hensive grasp of the dynamics and importance of the decommunization-desovetization process. The
survey was completed by 76 students in the geography educational programme. A sociolinguistic study
involving pupils was carried out to discern the current onomastic condition in the region.

Key words: toponymy, decommunization, desovietization, urbanonym, Aktobe oblast.
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AKTO606€ 00AbICbIHAAFbI OMKOHUMAEPAIH, KEHECTIK Ke3Aeri arayAapbiHaH apbiAybl
)KdHe Ka3ipri e3arepy AMHAMMUKACbIH reorpacpmsiAbIK, TYpFbiAaH OaFaray

AMaKTbIK, TOMOHUMMKA MBAEHW MYpaHblH, MaHbI3Abl acrekTici. [ToCTKeHeCTiKk eAAepAe, OHbIH
iwiHAe KasakcraHAa AEKOMMYHM3aLMS A€M aTaAaTbiH KEHECTIK aTayAapAaH apblAy MPOLECi GeACEHA|
TYpA€e Aambin keAeAi. Ocbl MPOUECTIH, asiCbIHAQ FreorpausAbIK, HbICAaHAAP MEH eAAT MEKEHAEPAIH, ecKi
aTayAapbl KAMTapbIAbIM, KaHaAapbl KabbiAAAHAbL. BYA MPOLECTiIH eAIMI3AIH TapUXM-MOAEHM MypPaChiH
cakTay YLWiH MaHbi3bl 30p. AkTebe eHipiHAeri OMKOHMMAEpPre >acaAFaH TaaAady KOPCETKEHAEHN,
AEKOMMYHM3aLMs PEBOAIOLMSIABIK, XXOHE KEHECTiK KarpaTkepAepre 6anAaHbICTbl ecimaepre acep eTin
KaHa KOMMam, Tapuxm okmrasapra GanmAaHbICTbl e3repictepre Ae akeAaAi. bya keHicTikTik aepekTep
KOPbIH 83ipAey Heri3iHAe >y3ere acblpblAaTbIH Y3AIKCi3 npoLlecc. XXep-cy aTayAapblHbIH e3repicTtepi
OAQPAbIH, XKMIAITT MEH DAEYMETTIK AMHIBUCTMKAABIK, acrekTiAepi asiCblHAQ KapacTblpPbIAATbIHbIH aTarn
OTKEH XX6H. AepeKkTepAi Taaaay HeriziHae AKTe6e 0OAbICIHAAFBI XKep-Cy aTayAapblHbIH CEMAHTUKAAbIK,
KAACCMUKALMSCHI XKYPri3iAin, oAapAblH KapacTbIPbIAbIN OTbIPFAH KE3eHAEri e3repictepi 3epTTeAAi.
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opmMaumsiHbIH, eKi MaHbI3Abl TOAKbIHbI @HbIKTAAbIM, MOCTKEHECTIK ABYIpAEri aTayAapAbl 63repTy Typ-
AEPiHIH KYPbIAbIMbI TaAAAHABI. TOMOHUMAEPAIH eAdYip GOAIriHiH ataybl ©3repTiAreHi aHbIKTaAAbl, OyA
aMaKTbIH, MBAEHW KEeHICTIriHiH >XaHapFaHAbBIFbIH KepceTeAi. ATayAapAblH >KaHFbIPYbl, €H aAAbIMEH,
pecnybAMKa aymMarblHAQFbl F€0CasiCM >KOHE OAEYMETTIK-DKOHOMMKAABIK, e3repictepre 0OaiAaHbICTbI.
Epekiue MaHbI3Abl aTayAapAbIH, KaHapYybl MOCTKEHECTIK Ke3EHAE, Heri3iHeH AeCOBeTM3aLMs NpoLeciHe
6aAaHbICTbl 6OAABI. BypbIHFbl MOAEHM KabaTTapAarbl ©3repicTepAi KepceTeTiH ecki TOMOHUMAEP Cbli-
fbIMAQAFaH. 3epTTEYAE COHFbl XXbIAAAPAAFbl AKTOOE eHipiHAEri reorpadusiAbiK, atayAapAbiH XKaHapy
YAEpiCcTepi, COHbIH, iliHAE 6HiPAEPAETi aybIAAbIK €AAI MEKEH aTayAapblHbIH 63repyi, aTayAapAblH Kari-
TaAaHy >XMIAITT CUSKTbl MBCEABAED TaAAAHFaH. 3epTTeyae AKTO0E KaAaCbiHbIH OMKOHMMAEPI MeH ypba-
HOHUMAEPIHIH KEHECTIK aTayAapAaH apblAYbl XKaH->KaKTbl KapacTblpbIAFaH. byA GarbiTTarbl 3epTTeyAep
CTYAEHTTEPAIH KATbICYbIMEH >KY3ere acblpbIAAbl XOHE AEKOMMYHM3aUMs-AECOBETM3aLMs MPOLECiHIH,
AVHAMMKACbl MEH MaHbI3bl TypaAbl TOAbIK, TYCiHiK 6epiaai. CayaaHamara «[eorpadms» 6inim b6epy Gar-
AapAaMacbiHbIH, 76 CTYAEeHTI KaTblCTbl. OOAbICTbIH, Ka3ipri OHOMAaCTUKAAbIK, XKaFAalibl CapaAaHblr, CTy-
AEHTTEPMEH DAEYMETTIK AMHIBUCTUKAABIK 3ePTTEYAEep XKYPri3iAAi.
Ty¥iH ce3aep: TOMOHUMMS, AEKOMMYHM3aLIMSI, AecoBeTn3aumsl, ypbaHoHm, AKkTebe 0OAbICHI.
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leorpacdhnueckas oueHka AMHAMUKU M3MEHEHUSI U M30aBAeHUSI OMKOHMMOB
OT COBeTCKMX Ha3BaHWi B AKTIOOMHCKOMN obAacTH

PervoHaAbHas TOMOHUMMKA MPEACTABASET COOOI BaXKHbIN acMeKkT KYAbTYPHOro HacAaeams. [po-
Lecc n36aBAEHUS OT COBETCKMX HA3BaHUM, M3BECTHbIN KaK AEKOMMYHM3aLMsl, aKTUBHO Pa3BMBAETCs B
NMOCTCOBETCKMX CTPaHax, BKAtouas KasaxcTaH. B pamkax 3Toro npouecca BO3BpaLLaloTCs CTapble Ha3Ba-
HUSI reorpadmyeckmx 0OGbEKTOB M HACEAEHHbIX MYHKTOB, @ Tak>Ke MPUHMMAIOTCS HOBble. DTOT NpoLecc
BaXKEH AAS COXPAHEHWUS MCTOPUKO-KYAbTYPHOIO HACAEAMS CTPaHbl. AHAAM3 OMKOHWMMOB B AKTIOOMH-
CKOWM 06AACTM, MOKA3bIBAET, YUTO AEKOMMYHU3ALMS HE TOAbKO 3aTPOHYAQ Ha3BaHUsl, CBS3aHHble C PEBO-
AIOLIMOHHBIMW U COBETCKMMU AESTEASIMM, HO M MPUBEAA K M3MEHEHMAIM, CBS3aHHBIM C MCTOPUYECKMMM
COOBLITUSIMN. DTO aKTYaAbHbI MPOLIECC, KOTOPbI MPOBOAMTCS HA OCHOBE pa3paboTKM MPOCTPAHCTBEH-
HbIX 633 AQHHbIX. BaXXHO OTMETUTb, UTO M3MEHeHUsI reorpauuecknx Ha3BaHW PacCMaTPUBAIOTCS B
KOHTEKCTEe MX 4YacCTOTbl U COLIMOAMHIBUCTUYECKMX acnekToB. Ha ocHoBe aHaAM3a AaHHbIX MpOBeAe-
Ha CeMaHTMYecKas KAacCMuKalms Ha3BaHU MECTHOCTeR AKTIOOMHCKON 0OAACTU U M3YUYEeHO MX M3-
MEeHeHMe 3a paccmaTpuBaemblii neproA. BbiaeAeHbl ABe BakHble BOAHbI TpaHCoOpMaLmm, a Takxke
NpoaHaAM3MpoBaHa CTPYKTYpa BUAOB NMePenMMeHOBaHMIA B MOCTCOBETCKYIO 3MoXy. bblAo ycTaHOBAEHO,
UTO 3HAUMTEAbHAs YacCTb TOMOHUMOB OblAQ MOABEPrHYTA MEPEUMEHOBAHMIO, YTO CBUAETEAbCTBYET O
M3MEHEHUM KYAbTYPHOrO NMpocTpaHcTBa obAacTu. TpaHcdopmaums Ha3BaHuit 00YCAOBAEHA, MPeXxAe
BCEro, reornoAUTUYECKMMU U COLLMAAbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUMM M3MEHEHUSIMM Ha TEPPUTOPUM pecryBAUKK.
Ocob6eHHO 3HauMMble M3MEHEHMSI MPOM3OLLAM B MOCTCOBETCKMIA MEPUOA, MPENMYLLIECTBEHHO B CBSI3U C
npoueccom AecoBetmzaumm. Ctapble TOMOHMMbI MOABEPIAMCH CXKATUIO, OTPakash U3MEHEHUS B NMpeA-
LIECTBYIOLMX KYAbTYPHbIX CAOSIX. B MCCAAOBAHMM aHAAM3MPYIOTCS MPOLLECChl U3MEHEHWUS reorpadm-
YeckMx Has3BaHWl B AKTIOOMHCKOM 06AACTM 32 MOCAEAHME TOAbI, B TOM UYMCAE U3MEHEHUs Ha3BaHMIA
CeAbCKMX MOCEAEHWI B palioHax, Takue BOMPOChI, KaK YacToTa MOBTOPEHWUs Ha3BaHui. B nccaeaoBarmm
BCECTOPOHHE PACCMOTPEHO 1M36aBAEHNE OMKOHUMOB 1 YPOHAHOHMMOB ropoaa AKTOOE OT MX COBETCKMX
Ha3BaHWI. MccaepaoBaHMs B AQHHOM OOAACTM MPOBOASITCS C yuacTMeM CTYAEHTOB M obecneunBaioT
NMOAHOE MOHMMaHWe AMHAMWKK M 3HAUYMMOCTHM NpoLecca AeKOMMYHM3aUmMn-AecoBeTusaumm. B onpoce
MPUHSAM y4acTe 76 CTyAeHTOB 0OpasoBaTeAbHOM nporpammbl «feorpadus». AmddepeHumpoBaHa
COBpemMeHHasi OHOMacTMyeckasl CUTyalmsl perMoHa, NpoBeAeHbl COLMOAMHIBUCTUYECKME MCCAEAOBA-
HWMS CO CTYAEHTaMM.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: TOMOHUMMSI, AEKOMMYHM3aLMsI, AECOBETMU3aLMs, ypOaHOHMM, AKTIOOMHCKas 06-
AaCTb.
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Introduction

The process of evaluating the processes of
change and the removal of oikonyms from Soviet
names in contemporary Kazakhstan is complex
from a geographic perspective. Many places, geo-
graphical features, and administrative divisions
have changed their names since the early 1990s,
when the Soviet Union collapsed, to distance them-
selves from their communist past and take on more
traditional, historically significant, or ethnically fit-
ting names. In different parts of Kazakhstan, this
process of oikonym change happened to varied de-
grees and with diverse dynamics. Name changes
might happen swiftly and easily in certain places,
but they can also need drawn-out debates and public
surveys in other areas. The public’s perception and
the actions of local communities, which may favour
or oppose changes, are important variables affecting
the dynamics of change in oikonyms. The political
environment and the power of local authorities are
significant additional factors. Changes in oikonyms
bring with them a number of difficulties and issues,
including maintaining historical memory, honouring
the cultural legacy of different ethnic groups, and
coordinating new names with official records and
mapping information. That being said, the process
of purging Soviet names from oikonyms may gener-
ally be described as a slow, evolutionary shift meant
to bring them into compliance with contemporary
norms and reality. It is a reflection of a society’s
aspiration to reinforce its geographic and cultural
identity while simultaneously seeking self-identifi-
cation and reintegration into the global community.

The change of geographical names first of all
results in updating maps. The composition of the
population has much effect on the transformation of
names. For example, the major part of the Aktobe
oblast is populated by the Kazakh people so they de-
manded changing the names or returning the former
names of settlements. Several symposiums and sem-
inars were held regarding this issue, i.e. concerning
the study of names of land and water bodies, settle-
ments.

Many countries see a dynamic process of de-
communization aimed at changing symbols and
names related to the Soviet period of history. Sci-
entists from post-Soviet countries present a broad
overview of the transformations of oikonyms in
their works (Teslenok S.A. et al., 2017:13; Gera-
simenko T., Iskaliyev D., 2021:23; Gnatiuk O., Ba-
sik S., 2023:63; Ustavshchikova S., 2018:95). The
change of oikonyms is a phenomenon that takes

place not only in Kazakhstan but also in other post-
Soviet countries. For example, it is clearly visible
in Russia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
other countries how the names of streets, settle-
ments and even geographical names have changed
resulting in the formation of a new linguistic layer.
In this respect T. Gerasimenko and N. Sviatosha
specify in their studies that the change of names
of settlements in Tajikistan began in 1992 (Gera-
simenko S., Sviatokha N., 2020:320).

To a significant extent, these changes were asso-
ciated with the construction of new national, politi-
cal, and regional identities (Temirbayeva R.K. et al.,
2022:43). Such construction occurred either “from
above,” meaning it was initiated and controlled by
authorities of various levels through the “ideologi-
zation” of space, or with the participation of society
and economic entities — in this case, typically out-
side of political and ideological purposes (Hubner
E., Dirksmeier P., 2023:103).

We witness an opposing trend in the post-Soviet
era that is defined by desovietization and derussifi-
cation. All over the post-Soviet space, these changes
are occurring at a rapid speed. Many post-Soviet
researchers find it difficult to adjust to the process
of eliminating names with “Soviet” and “Russian”
connotations. However, this phenomenon is not
unique to Kazakhstan but is also observed in other
post-Soviet states.

The qualities of the called thing are reflected in
each name, which determines how well it fits into
different historical, geographical, and linguistic
contexts. A significant amount of variety exists in
the toponymic complex as a whole as well as in in-
dividual names, both across time and in place (Ba-
sik S., Rahautsou D., 2019:107; Rusu M., 2019:48,;
Gnatiuk O., Glybovets V., 2020:139).

During the Soviet period the names of land and
water bodies, streets and settlements were given in
a massive and unsystematic way and many of them
were frequently repeated. That was the influence of
the Soviet regime and the ideology of that time. The
spelling of oikonyms in Russian also affected the
meaning of the name of a settlement.

Regional and critical toponymy is still a little-
studied area. The most critical issues presenting
problems in the study of this field are the follow-
ing: incomplete databases; no accurate differentia-
tion of ethnolinguistic strata in regional toponymy;
little number of historical and linguistic studies does
not enable to restore the names of settlements at
different stages (Rusu M., 2021:269; Chloupek B.,
2018:23).
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We shall be interested in the following elements
of developments in post-Soviet Kazakhstan’s topon-
ymy in the current study:

- Sociocultural: as a method of identity con-
struction; Sociological: as a component of all-en-
compassing social change;

- Politico-geographical: as a center-periphery
diffusion phenomena, reflecting spatial-temporal
disparities in components and regional practices of
identity building;

- Political and managerial: as practices of iden-
tity management for political reasons.

The research aims to assess the contemporary
dynamics of changes in toponyms in the Aktobe
oblast from a geographical perspective.

For a long time, different layers of toponyms
from various historical-geographical stages of de-
velopment coexisted on the territory of the Aktobe
oblast. Numerous factors influence the change of
modern toponyms. Mass migration of representa-
tives of other nationalities to their historical home-
land has led to changes in toponymic layers. Russian
toponyms appeared on the map of Kazakhstan in the
late XIX century, with the majority emerging during
Soviet times, after the formation of the Kazakh SSR.
Russification and the ideological use of toponymy
partially accompanied the renaming process.

The cultural-geographical situation in the Ak-
tobe oblast, as well as throughout the entire post-
Soviet space, has undergone significant changes at
the turn of the XX-XXI centuries (Urazaeva K.B.
et al., 2008:168). One of the essential aspects of fo-
cused modeling of onomastic space in modern Ka-
zakhstan is national identification mainly through
the names of geographical objects which is opposed
to ideas having lost their value during the Soviet pe-
riod. Street names, regional names, and many more
things are only a few examples of the various ways
in which the toponymic environment is evolving
(Gridina T., Konovalova N., 2019:34).

Currently the process of updating the names
of settlements and streets in the Aktobe region is
in progress. Due to the growing size of the city its
streets are given new names and streets with for-
mer Soviet names are renamed. Transformations in
the geopolitical and political system, socio-cultural
transformations are expressed in the change of street
names. Streets and squares are important images
of the urban environment. Renaming of the streets
with Soviet-era names is a component of the overall
process of urban planning and public infrastructure
changes. The change of street names calls forth vari-
ous reactions across the population and has an effect
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on sociocultural relations. To a great extend it is due
to the multinational composition of the urban popu-
lation and the cost of new street name signs.

Research materials and methods

The research into language development man-
agement in the Aktobe oblast yielded data character-
izing the changes in street names in settlements and
cities. Cartographic and geoinformation techniques
were used to construct maps for historical geogra-
phy and cultural heritage preservation purposes. The
following materials were used as the source for the
study: normative legal acts of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan from 1991 to the present, scientific litera-
ture, cartographic works, periodical press materials
and alongside with that the documents of the Ak-
tobe Oblast Department for the Development of lan-
guages and materials of the Institute of Geography
on the “State Catalog of Geographical Names of the
Republic of Kazakhstan”, published in 2016 were
analyzed (Abdrahmanova S.A. et al., 2016:530).

The cartographic method was widely applied in
research work. That’s due to the fact that this meth-
od, as some scientists consider, allows to gain insight
into the main factors of historical and geographical
processes in the region — the features of settling,
past migration processes in the region, the culture of
native peoples, interethnic ties, etc. (Chloupek B.,
2018:23; Rose-Redwood R. et al., 2010:453).

The research work was carried out on the basis
of drawing a comparison between maps of different
periods, content analysis, geographical information,
statistical and survey studies.

The population differs in its attitude on chang-
ing toponyms preserved from the Soviet period. A
special survey aimed at solving this problem was
conducted in November 2023. Students of the “Ge-
ography” Educational program took part in this sur-
vey.

The survey questions posed to the students were
as follows:

1. Are you satisfied with the level of toponymic
work in the Aktobe oblast?

2. Do you consider the toponyms given during
the Soviet era important today?

3. In your opinion, what criteria are important
when renaming and assigning new names to streets?

4. Are there many names of people in street or
city names that you have never heard of?

5. What obstacles do you think exist when as-
signing names to streets for distinguished local fig-
ures in the Aktobe oblast?
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6. Do you believe that principles of transparency
and public participation will be upheld in naming
and renaming settlements and objects?

7. Do you support the new names assigned to un-
named streets due to renaming or new assignments?

8. Do you think it is necessary to adhere to the
principle of “Restoring historical names” when
changing the names of settlements and streets?

9. How do you feel about the renaming efforts
underway in the city?

10. What are your thoughts on the frequency of
name repetition in the Aktobe oblast?

Results and discussion

Especially with regard to the numerous monu-
ment names honouring Civil War and revolutionar-
ies, the ideological ideals of the Soviet period were
realised. Lenin and his comrades, as well as Marx
and Engels, are the names of the major thoroughfares
in nearly every administrative territory of the former
USSR. Basic ideological motifs, such as “shock la-
bor,” “virgin land cultivation,” “fulfilling the five-
year plan in four years,” etc., served as the moti-
vational basis for naming significant objects. This
included linguistic policies, which frequently went
against national customs. When the circumstances
for this process developed, such as the dissolution
of the Soviet Union, language democratisation, pro-
cesses of actualizing national self-identity, etc., it
became necessary to reject “everything Soviet” due
to these biases in the actions of local authorities to-
wards the adoption of Soviet ideological principles
into the nominative system (Gnatiuk O., Melnychuk
A., 2024:34). In the Aktobe oblast, the Russian top-
onymic layer formed in two stages. Several Russian
names appeared before the revolution, while the ma-
jority emerged during the Soviet period. Toponymy
became standardised and unified, and many facets
of Kazakh society became Sovietized (and desoviet-
ized) and ideologicalized as a result of the rise of the
national Soviet intelligentsia under the conventional
system of government. Oikonyms changed primar-
ily due to political changes. The year 1991, the col-
lapse of the USSR, and the creation of independent
states within the CIS marked a challenging period in
Kazakhstan’s history. From this moment, toponym-
ic transformation began.

In the district, not only oikonyms but also
street names, previously known as “Soviet” names,
have been changed. For example, “Trud” (Labor),
“Stroiteley” (Builders), “70th Anniversary of Octo-
ber,” and so on. Street names were changed by the

decision of the city authorities. They adopted the
names of Kazakh figures, public figures, poets, and
writers (Urazaeva K.B. et al., 2009:200).

Since 1990, more than 150 oikonyms have been
renamed in the Aktobe oblast (Figure 1). As shown
in Fig. 1, the majority of changes or renaming of
oikonyms in the Aktobe oblast occurred during the
period from 2001 to 2010 (99 names). In the years
1990-2000, oikonyms in the Mugalzhar, Khromtau,
and Kobda districts were changed. The renaming
of names from 2011 to the present corresponds to
settlements in the Martuk district. Additionally, in
some districts, distorted names of settlements were
corrected (Oyyl, Konyrat, Mamyr, etc.). As seen
from the data, the change of oikonyms was mainly
carried out in areas favorable for agriculture. This is
confirmed by the transformation of toponyms in the
Martuk, Kargaly, Alga, and Kobda districts.

The map was compiled and supplemented by the
authors based on atlases of toponyms of the Aktobe
oblast (Aktobe oblysy zher-su ataularynyn atlasy,
2012:40; Aktobe oblysy zher-su ataularynyn atlasy,
2019:22).

The highest number of name changes in the last
twenty years occurred in 2012, with approximately
340 oikonyms changing their previous names. Fig-
ure 2 shows the proportion of renamed settlements
by district.

As of right now, the Republic has instituted a
State Onomastic Commission to streamline the pro-
cess of renaming topographic objects (mostly ergo-
nomic) in accordance with the new notion of state
language policy. The names that are part of Kazakh-
stan’s onomastic space should be highly associative
semiotic signs that serve as both an address and an
encapsulation of a potent national potential that is
intimately associated with the country’s history,
economy, and culture (Polozhenie o Respublikan-
skoi onomasticheskoi komissii, 2022). To govern
the process of naming state officials and people
who have significantly influenced the republic’s ad-
vancement in the domains of science, culture, litera-
ture, and the arts on geographic objects, guidelines
have been devised in this respect.

There is now 87 streets and communities named
after the poet Abai, just in the Aktobe oblast. This
is a clear example of the extensive occurrence and
“repetition” of memorial names for geographic fea-
tures, according to official records from the regional
onomastic commission. Furthermore, 29 localities
and streets have the name Aliya Moldagulova in hon-
our of the Soviet Union’s Hero. Figure 3 shows the
prevalence of name duplication in the Aktobe oblast.
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Figure 2 — Percentage of Renamed Settlements in Aktobe oblast by Districts
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Figure 3 — Frequency of Name Repetition in Aktobe oblast
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In March 2018, the administration of the city
of Aktobe organized an international conference
“Onomastics: Research and Experience,” during
which the main strategies for changing the names
of urban objects in the region were defined dur-
ing a briefing with representatives of the media: 1)
Names that are ideologically out of date should be
“aligned” with recent historical occurrences and
national customs, implying a “name change.”; 2)
To restrict, if feasible, the naming of municipal
landmarks after prominent figures from society
and politics (for instance, several instances of local
government petitioning the onomastic commission
have been documented); 3) The Kazakh people’s
ethnic characteristics should be used to name set-
tlements, streets, or specific urban objects (such
as stadiums, parks, cultural palaces, schools, etc.)
that do not already have names of well-known in-
dividuals who have made significant contributions
to the development of national culture, art, or sci-
ence; 4) Naming urban objects that have a strong
connection to the national language, such as those

with mythological motifs; 5) Excluding the use of
multiple identical names and “numerological” des-
ignations for residential objects (Zarechnyj 1, Za-
rechnyj 2, Zarechnyj 3; Batys 1, Batys 2).

The onomastic condition in Kazakhstan is re-
flected directly in the created tactics. Following
the lifting of the recent ban on name changes, 224
streets in Aktobe have been renamed, and over 100
additional streets, municipalities, and villages are
scheduled to be renamed. A plethora of items in
need of names has emerged as a result of the ongo-
ing creation of new local districts. It has been dis-
covered that there are 157 nameless streets in the
expanding city of Aktobe (Figure 4).

With numerous geographical landmarks bearing
names that have remained unchanged since the time
of Tsarist Russia, such Demidovka, Voznesenovka,
Velikhovka, and Petropavlovka, the topic of chang-
ing them is frequently debated in Kazakhstani me-
dia. The need of “giving true national names” to the
Kazakh people is also emphasised at the same time
(Shaukulova A., 2018).
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It is possible to identify both objective and sub-
jective justifications for renaming urban objects by
taking into consideration the developed methodolo-
gies. The naming of many unnamed streets and the
alteration of numerical ergonyms (for example, 11
mkr, 12 mkr, Akzhar-1, Akzhar-2, Batys 1, Batys
2, etc.) are objectively justified. The most obvious
justification is the desire to uphold national goals
by giving a famous person’s name a memorial title.
As a result, a number of streets and other urban fea-
tures in the city of Aktobe now have the names of
notable public and political personalities from Ka-
zakhstan, as well as poets, authors, cultural icons,
and heroes from the country’s epic tales. Much of
this collection of names “rejects” the range of nam-
ing practices that arose throughout the establish-
ment and historical evolution of ergonomic systems
in this area. We may use a variety of groupings of
organisations whose names have been altered or are
presently being considered for change to represent
this. The names of streets that serve as orientation
markers show where the street is located within the
city, taking into account any surrounding objects:
Yugo-Zapadnaya, 1 (now S. Mukanova Street);
Centre (Ortalyk) — (now M. Bukenbaeva); Depovs-
kaya (S. Zhamankulova), Zarechnaya (G. Zhubano-
va), Sovkhozny Proezd — Ush Tagan, Garnizonnaya
— Zh. Dosmuhameduly; together with Vokzalnaya,
Stantsionnaya, Privokzalnaya, Pochtovaya, Stadion-
ny dead-end pools, Residential pool Zarechny, and
more were modified.

The following are the names of ideological fig-
ures associated with Soviet reality and symbols:
Party Alley XX Congress — K. Ospanov; October
50th anniversary —T. Akhtanov; Oktyabrya 70th
anniversary—Jeruyik; Oktyabrskaya—D. Berkim-
bayev; Oktyabrsky boulevard — Abaya prospect;
Kommunisticheskaya — Yu. Altynsarin; Kolk-
hoznaya — Altai batyr; Sovetskaya — M. Otemisova;
Komsomolskaya — Karasai batyr; Pravda — Karagul
batyr; Prospekt Truda — Sankibai batyr; Druzhba —
E. Taibekov, and others. Some of the names, includ-
ing Profsoyuzny tupik, Novokooperativnaya Street,
Industrialnaya Street, etc., are continually changing.
The following street names have been replaced in
honour of communist (revolutionary) movement
leaders and ideologists: K. Marx, F. Engels, V.
Lenin, and others; also honoured are heroes of the
American Civil War: Engels — Brothers Zhubanov,
Kirov — Eset batyr, Frunze — Zhankozha batyr,
Frunze tuyiki — Izgilik, K. Liebknecht — Scherniaz,
Schmidt — Moncke bi, R. Luxembourg — D. Nur-
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peisova, Kuibyshev — Samruk, Kotovsky — Gabit
Musiperov, Vorovskogo — Zangar, and others. The
names of the occupations of the workers were used
to rename streets: Fabrichnaya (street S. Kurmana-
lina), Svyazistov (street M. Prozorova), and Stroitel-
naya (street Ryskulova).

There has been minimal modification in the
names of streets and ergonyms that honour Patriotic
War heroes and events. In the city of Aktobe, names
like Z. Kosmodemyanskaya, N. Gastello, the 101st
Rifle Brigade, Victory Avenue, A. Maresyev, O.
Koshevoy, and other names of Soviet Union heroes
have been preserved (Sultangalieva G., Kubenova
G., 2006:120). Nonetheless, there are a few rare in-
stances of ergonym names changing within this cat-
egory; these primarily pertain to S. Tyulenin Street,
which was renamed in honour of M. Ospanov, the
first Chairman of the Majilis of the Parliament of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, and Voroshilov Street,
which became T. Zhurgenov Street.

The names of streets reflecting geographical
features have been changed as well. For instance,
Steppnaya Street was renamed to A. Smagulov
Street, and Belogorskaya Street was renamed to
Aktau Street. There are no street renamings hon-
ouring great figures in science, literature, art, or
international culture. Avenues such as Tchai-
kovsky, Turgenev, Pushkin, Lomonosov, Nekra-
sov, Shevchenko, Mendeleev, and so on are still
unaltered. Streets named for poets and authors
from the Soviet Union have occasionally had their
names changed. For instance, M. Gorky Street
was renamed to Asau Barak, and D. Bedny Street
was renamed to Kasym Khan. Streets named af-
ter external characteristics have also changed. For
example, Fan Street was renamed to 1. Biltabanov
Street, Minor Alley was renamed to Fairground
Street, and Dull Alley was renamed to Kokzhiyek
Street. Currently, the list of changing ergonyms in
this group includes Snezhnaya, Kovyl’nyj, Letnya-
ya, and Zvezdnaya Street.

Table 1 presents the findings of the student sur-
vey.

As part of the organically evolving toponymic
system, the names are being replaced from the es-
tablished motivating paradigm of Kazakh toponyms.
Finally, it should be highlighted that the primary
trend of intentional modelling of the onomastic con-
tinuum in the contemporary region is the expression
of national identity against the background of con-
cepts that have become obsolete in the context of the
Soviet Union.
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Table 1 — View of young people to the level of onomastic works of the Aktobe oblast

Ne Survey questions The answer is surveying
1 The level of onomastic works in the Aktobe oblast H;%h Avgrsage L(O)W
2 The modern meaning of the name, given in the Soviet era H})gh Ave9rage L6O7W
Durability . AChle.V ¢ Both criteria are
— . . justice without .
Important criteria when changing and assigning new . important
3 succumbing to
names of streets corruption
0 P 76
0
4 Are there names of people you have never heard of in the Right I will refrain Against
names of streets or settlements 20 14 42

What obstacles do you think exist when assigning names

There are not

Both criteria are
enough state

Requires many

5 to streets for distinguished local figures in the Aktobe documents awards for a local important
oblast 15 figure 50
11
Do you b(leheve' that pr1nc1pl§s of tr'fmsparency an(.i public High Average Low
6 participation will be upheld in naming and renaming 0 9 67
settlements and objects
7 Do you support the new names assigned to unnamed 1 support I will refrain I don’t support
streets due to renaming or new assignments 71 5 0
Po you .thlnk. it is necessary”to adhere to the principle of I support I will refrain I don’t support
8 Restoring historical names” when changing the names of 69 7 0
settlements and streets
9 How do you feel about the renaming efforts underway in I support I will refrain I don’t support
the city 76 0 0
Many repetitions Not many I didn’t notice an;
Estimation of the frequency of repetition of the name in any rep repetitions in e Y
10 in oikonyms . repetitions
the Aktobe oblast 65 oikonyms 0

11

According to the youth, the level of onomas-
tic work in the region is high. The current signifi-
cance of names from Soviet times is irrelevant for
the youth. Some of them admitted that they didn’t
know the Soviet people at all. They believe that the
most important criteria for changing and assign-
ing new street names are the fame and obscurity
of the person. This information has been analyzed
in Table 1.

The process of changing and eliminating Soviet
names of geographical objects, known as decom-

munization and desovietization, is of vital impor-
tance in modern society. Regarding the post-Soviet
countries such as Kazakhstan, this process is criti-
cally significant and is of interest to researchers
and society as a whole because of the following
reasons:

1. Historical changes: during the Soviet period
the Soviet names of geographical objects and set-
tlements in post-Soviet countries were appointed
by the “ruling” circles and the former names were
replaced in accordance with the mandative ideol-
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ogy. The modern change of names reflects historical
changes and the striving of each nation to reassess
its history and cultural heritage;

2. Symbolic meaning: Decommunization mat-
ters symbolically for society as changing the names
of geographical objects expresses a change in per-
sonality and values. This process is of help for the
countries to pass the transition period and consoli-
date their new identity;

3. Sociocultural changes: The change of oik-
onyms testifies to sociocultural changes in society
including the development of the language, culture
and values. It can also have an effect on the per-
ception of different ethnic and socio-cultural groups
and interaction between them;

4. Geopolitical context: The change of geo-
graphical names in post-Soviet countries is con-
nected with the transformations in the geopolitical
context, such as the striving for national identity,
sovereignty and integration into the global commu-
nity;

5. The study of the dynamics in oikonyms’
changes speaks of a scientific interest to research
the sociocultural transformation processes and the
dynamics of geographical names in the context of
the changing socio-political environment.

On the whole the geographical assessment of
the dynamics of changing and using Soviet names
of geographical objects represents the study allow-
ing an understanding of the decommunization and
desovietization processes and their impact on the so-
ciocultural and geopolitical dynamics of post-Soviet
countries.

Conclusion

The study of the dynamics of changes in geo-
graphical names in the Aktobe oblast is of impor-
tance to perceive decommunization and desovi-
etization processes in the post-Soviet space. The
oikonyms and urbanonyms of the oblast over the

specified period which are under discussion reveal
a significant number of changes that point at geopo-
litical, socio-economic and cultural transformations
in Kazakhstan.

The analysis of changes in the names of land
and water bodies, settlements of the Aktobe oblast
opened the way to get insight into two important
waves of transformation, the sources of which are
associated both with geopolitical events and socio-
cultural changes in the republic. Special attention is
focused on the process of sovietization and its im-
pact on the structural and semantic features of top-
onyms. The study verified significant changes in the
cultural space of the oblast and also pointed out that
the changes of geographical names are connected
not only with political changes but also with trans-
formations in previous cultural strata.

An important part of the study was a survey con-
ducted with the participation of students of the Ge-
ography program. This survey provided additional
data on the perception and value of changes in geo-
graphical names and also exposed that students are
not indifferent to the changes occurring in the soci-
ety. Sociolinguistic studies were conducted which
brought to light numerous aspects of the onomastic
situation in the oblast.

On the whole this study represents an impor-
tant contribution to understanding and studying the
decommunization and desovietization processes in
Kazakhstan in the context of changes in geographi-
cal names and also demonstrates the active partici-
pation of students in research work.

Naturally occurring nominative vectors, which
are less prominent in the names of urban objects,
still offer orienting and distinctive marking rea-
sons that are customary for ergonomic systems
that emerge on their own. We identify strategies
of tracing and metaphor representing the national
mindset of Kazakhstan from the perspective of the
nominative procedures characteristic of natural
nomination.
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