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THE MAIN DEMOGRAPHIC PROBLEMS
OF CITIES IN THE LOWER REACHES
OF THE KURA RIVER IN AZERBAIJAN

Geo-demographic conditions and regulation of the development of an urban settlement in the lower
reaches of the Kura River is a certain part of the sustainable socio-economic policy pursued in the Repu-
blic of Azerbaijan. There was a need to study the demographic conditions of cities for a more efficient
territorial organization of production and population in the region. The article analyzes the formation
and development of an urban settlement in the lower reaches of the Kura River, the dynamics of the level
of urbanization in administrative districts. The creation and development of industrial zones in the lower
reaches of the Kura River, the opening of new work places created conditions for the concentration of
the population in cities along with regional centers, which in turn gave impetus to the development of
cities. It was determined that more than 38% of the population, most of the industrial and socio- eco-
nomic potential of the region are concentrated in 7 cities (Mingachevir, Yevlakh, Zardab, Sabirabad,
Salyan, Shirvan, Neftchala). In 2021, the share of industry in the total volume of production in the main
areas in the region increased to 25%. In the course of the research, the variability of the dynamics of the
population of the cities for 1989-2021 was studied. As a result of the research, it was determined that
the factor that played the most important role in the growth of the urban population in the cities of the
region was natural growth. Thus, it was determined that 81.5% of the increase in the urban population of
the region in the years under study was due to natural growth, and the rest — due to giving the settlement
status to villages. The largest natural growth was noted in the cities of Sabirabad (165.12%) and Zardab
(153.84%), where the main occupation is agriculture, and the smallest natural growth was in Mingache-
vir, the largest industrial city of the region (129.52%). As a result, appropriate recommendations were
given to resolve the problems of the demographic development of cities located in the lower reaches of
the Kura River.

Key words: population, urbanization, industry, natural growth, settling, employment.
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9A3ipbaikaHaarbl Kypa e3eHiHiH, TOMEHri arbICbIHAAFbI
KaAaAapAbIH, HeTi3ri AemorpadmsAbiK, MaceAeAepi

[eopaemMorpacusabik, >kaFaariAapAbl pettey >kaHe Kypa e3eHiHiH TeMeHri aFbiCblHAQ KAAAAbIK,
eAAl MeKeHAl AambiTy OsipbarkaH PecrniybamKacbiHAQ >KYPri3iAin >kaTKaH TypakTbl 9AEYMETTiK-
3KOHOMMKAAbIK, CasicaTTblH, 6eAriAi 6ip 6eAiri 60AbIN TabbiAaAbl. OHIpAEri OHAIPIC NEH XaAblK, CaHbIH
TUIMAIPEK ayMaK TbIK, YABIMAQCTbIPY YLUiH KaAaAapAblIH AeMOTPadUSAbIK, )KaF AaiblH 3epTTey KaXKeTTiAiri
TYbIHAQABI. Makanaaa Kypa e3eHiHiH TeMeHri aFbICbIHAAFbl KAAAAbIK, €AAI MEKEHHIH KaAbINTACybl MeH
AaMybl, SKIMLIIAIK ayAaHAApAarbl ypbaHM3aumst AEHremiHiH AMHaMMKachbl TaAAaHaabl. Kypa eseHiH
TOMEHTI aFbICbIHAQ MHAYCTPMAAADI aliMaKTapAblH, KYPbIAYbl MEH AaMybl, KaHA >KYMbIC OPbIHAAPbIHbIH
allIbIAYbI XaAbIKTbIH 0OAbIC OPTaAbIKTapbIMEH KaTap KaAaAapFa LUOFbIPAAHYbIHA >KaFAai TYFbI3Abl, OYA
03 Ke3eriHAe KaraAapAbiH AamybiHa cepriH 6epai. O6AbIC XaAKbiHbIH, 38%-AaH acTambl, OHAIPICTIK
JKOHE DAEYMETTIK-DKOHOMMKAABIK, dAeYeTiHiH 6acbiM BeAiri 7 Karaaa (MuHravesmp, EBaax, 3apaab,
Cabupabaa, Caasan, LUvpeaH, HedTuyara) wwoFbipA@HFaHAbIFbI aHbIKTaAAbl. 2021 >KblAbl 0BAbICTa
Herisri OarbiTTap OOMbIHLIA GHAIPICTIH >KaAMbl KOAEMIHAeri eHepkacin yAaeci 25 naibi3fa AeniH
ocTi. 3eptTrey 1989-2021 XblApapAAFbl KAAQ XaAKbIHbIH, AMHAMMKACbIHbIH, ©3repMEAIAITiH 3epTTeAl.
3epTTey HOTUXKECIHAE 3epTTEAETIH KAaAaAapAaFbl KaAa XaAKbIHbIH ©CYyiHE €H MaHbI3Abl POA aTKApFaH
dakTop TabuFn 6CIM eKeHi aHbIKTaAAbl. MBCeAEeH, 3epTTeAin OTbipFaH >XblIAAAPAAFbl OOAbICTaFbl KaAa
XaAKbIHbIH ©CIMiHIH 81,5 naibi3bl TabMFK 6CiM ecebiHeH, KaAFaHbl aybiapapFa ayblA MapTebeciH 6epy
ecebiHeH ekeHi aHbIKTaAAbI. EH Ker Taburn ecim Herisri kacibi aybiA WapyaulblAblFbl GOAbIN TabbIAATbIH
Cabupabaa (165,12%) xeHe 3apaab (153,84%) KararapblHAQ, aA eH a3 TabuFn eciM OBAbICTbIH, ipi
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OHepKacinTik KaAacbl Munravesmpae (129,52%) 6aiikasabl. KopbiTbiHAbICbIHAQ Kypa e3eHiHiH
TOMEHTI aFbiCblHAQ OPHAAACKaH KaAaAapAblH AEMOrpaUsIAbIK AaMy MOCEAEAepiH wewy 6GonbiHWa
TUICTI yCbIHbICTap GEPIAAI.

Ty¥in ce3aep: xaAblk, ypbaHM3aLms, OHepKacin, TabuFn 6CiM, KOHbIC ayAapy, XKYMbICMEH KaMTy.
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OcHoBHble Aemorpaduyeckue npodAembl FOpoAOB
B HM30BbsAX pekn Kypa B AzepbaiiaikaHe

PeryanpoBaHue reoaemorpamyeckmx YCAOBUIA WM pasBUTME TOPOACKOIO TMOCEAEHUS B
HM30BbaX pekn Kypbl SBASETCS ONpeAeAeHHOM YacTblo YCTOMYMBOM COLMAAbHO-3KOHOMMYECKOM
MOAMTUKN, MPOBOAMMOI B A3sepbaraykaHckon Pecrybamke. BosHMkAa HEOOXOAMMOCTb M3yueHUs
AEMOrparyecknx yCAOBUIM TOPOAOB AAs Boaee 3(PEeKTUBHOM TEePPUTOPUAABHOM OpraHmM3aLmm
NMPOM3BOACTBA M HaCeAEHMs B pernoHe. B ctatbe aHaAM3MPYIOTCS CTaHOBAEHME 1 Pa3BUTHE FOPOACKOIO
NMoCeAeHM s B HM30BbSX pekr Kypbl, AMHaMMKa YPOBHS ypbaHM3aUumm B aAMMHUCTPATMBHBIX paroHax.
Co3paHMe M pasBMTUE MPOMbILIAEHHbIX 30H B HM30BbsSX Kypbl, OTKPbITME HOBbIX PAbOYMX MECT
CO3AAAM YCAOBUSI AASI KOHLIEHTPaLMM HAaCEAEHWUS B TOPOAAX HapsiAy C PAOHHbIMWM LEHTPaMu, YTo B
CBOIO OYEPEAb AAAO TOAUOK PasBUTHIO ropoaoB. OnpeaeaeHo, uto 6oaee 38 % HaceaeHns, GOAbLLAs
YaCTb MPOMBILAEHHOTO M COLMAAbHO-3KOHOMMYECKOrO MOTeHLMaAra O0OAACTM COCPEAOTOYEHbI B
7 ropoaax (MuHrsuesmp, EBaax, 3apaab, Cabupabaa, CaabaH, LLupsaH, Hedptuana). B 2021 roay
AOAS TPOMBbILLIAEHHOCTN B 06LLeM 06bemMe MPOM3BOACTBA MO OCHOBHbIM HArpaBAEHMSM B PermoHe
yBeAMuMAacb A0 25%. B xoae uccaepoBaHUS M3y4danacb M3MEHUMBOCTb AMHAMMKM UYMCAEHHOCTM
HaceAeHus ropoaoB 3a 1989-2021 roabl. B pesyabTate mccaepoBaHMsl ObIAO OMPEAEAEHO, UTO
(hakTOpPOM, CbIrpaBLUIMM BaXKHEWLLYID POAb B POCTE FOPOACKOrO HAaCEAEHUs B M3yYaeMblX rOpoAax,
ObIA €CTECTBEHHbIN MPUPOCT. Taknm 06pasom, ObIAO onpeaeAeHo, YTo 81,5 % npupocTa ropoACKOro
HaceAeHMs 06AaCTM B M3yYaemble FOAbl MPOM3OLLAO 3a CYET eCTECTBEHHOrO MPUPOCTA, a OCTaAbHas
YacTb — 3a CYeT MPUAAHMA MOCEAOYHOrO CTatyca ceAam. HambOoAbLUMIA eCTeCTBEHHbIM MPUpPOCT
oTmeueH B ropoaax Cabupabaa (165,12 %) n 3apaab (153,84 %), rAe OCHOBHbIM 3aHSTUEM SIBASIETCS
CEeAbCKOEe XO3§MCTBO, @ HAMMEHbLUWIA eCTeCTBEHHbI MPUPOCT — B MMUHIr94YeBMpe, KpyrHeniem
MPOMBILIAEHHOM ropoAe o6AacTu (129,52 %). B utore 6biAn AaHbl COOTBETCTBYIOLLME PEKOMEHAALIMN
Mo YPEeryAMpoBaHmio MpobaemM AemMorpadmueckoro pasBMTUS TOPOAOB, PACMOAOXKEHHbBIX B HM30BbSIX
pekun Kypa.

KaroueBble cAoBa:
pacceAeHue, 3aHSTOCTb.

HacCeAeHune, yp6aHV|3auml, MPOMbILLIAEHHOCTDb, eCTeCTBEHHbIN npupocT,

Introduction

The strengthening of integration trends be-
tween countries, the expansion of globalization
processes, the strengthening of the role of social
and environmental factors in economic develop-
ment, the implementation of state policy in the
field of demography require the solution of new
tasks that have no analogues in the international
community and in the regions. The twentieth cen-
tury was marked by the growth of the world’s
population, the dynamics of socio-economic indi-
cators, climate change, a decrease in biodiversity
and a violation of the ecological system in the his-
tory of mankind. The history of the development of
society has proved that the processes taking place
in the economy and society are inextricably linked
with environmental and socio-demographic prob-
lems. It is the definition of these relations and the
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creation of a socio-economic concept on their basis
that is currently one of the most urgent problems.
In this direction, scientists from different countries
conducted multidisciplinary research (Brennan
et all., 2005; Leetmaa et all., 2015; Nagiev and
Efendiev, 2016; Meili and Mayer, 2017; Andersen
and Nergaard, 2018; Yelin and Pashin, 2019; Si-
magin et all., 2019; Ocejo et all., 2020; Semeko,
2021; Grossmann & Mallach, 2021; Wagner and
Growe, 2021).

Quantitative and qualitative indicators related
to the population and its structure are the main ele-
ments of national power, and, of course, issues such
as protecting the gene pool of the Azerbaijani peo-
ple, migration and demography are very important
from the point of view of national security. In this
regard, the development of the social sphere and hu-
man capital is one of the main priorities of the “Con-
cept of Sustainable Development” (Demographic
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development concept of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
1999: 2-3).

As a result of the socio-economic reforms suc-
cessfully implemented in the Republic of Azerbai-
jan over the past 20 years, especially over the past
10 years, the demographic situation and average
annual population growth in the country have im-
proved, life expectancy has been extended and a
positive migration balance has been achieved. In
recent years, the population of Azerbaijan has in-
creased rapidly and has exceeded 10 million people.
In the past period, the growth rate of the rural popu-
lation was higher than that of the urban population
(Population of Azerbaijan, 2017:47-51).

Socio-economic reforms carried out in the Re-
public of Azerbaijan since 2003, sustainable mac-
roeconomic stability, strengthening the system of
social protection of the population, reducing pov-
erty and improving the living standards of the pop-
ulation also had a positive impact on demographic
development. During this period, as a result of the
measures taken to improve the health of the popu-
lation, there was a decrease in mortality, especially
infant mortality, an increase in life expectancy, a
decrease in the migration flow from the country,
and there is a gradual transition to a positive bal-
ance of migration.

Demographic policy as part of the general social
policy is currently of particular importance in the
Republic of Azerbaijan. In this regard, in order to
achieve the development of demographic processes
in accordance with the socio-economic strategy of
the country and improve the demographic situation,
in 1999 the “Concept of the demographic develop-
ment of the Republic of Azerbaijan” was adopted,
on the basis of this, by the Decree of the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated November 11,
2004, “ State Program in the field of demography
and development of population resettlement” was
approved (Demographic development concept of
the Republic of Azerbaijan, 1999:3).

Although Mingachevir, Shirvan, Yevlakh and
other cities of the region played a progressive role
in the development of the country’s economy,
their positions in the development of urbanization
were weak. For this reason, the region lagged far
behind the national level in the development of
natural growth in the period 1999-2022. To solve
the problems that arise in the demographic devel-
opment of urban areas, it is very necessary to con-
duct scientific analyzes and, based on their results,
analyzes at the state level (Regions of Azerbaijan,
2018:521-527).

Materials and methods

The cities of Mingachevir, Yevlakh, Zardab,
Sabirabad, Salyan, Shirvan and Neftchala located in
the lower reaches of the Kura River in Azerbaijan,
were taken as the object of the study, indicators of
the demographic and socio-economic situation of
these cities for 1989-2022 were collected and ana-
lyzed (Demographic indicators of Azerbaijan, 2018:
325-337; Population of Azerbaijan, 2017: 45-68;
Regions of Azerbaijan, 2018:53; Statistical indica-
tors of the regions, 2021:3-7).

The theoretical basis of the study is the meth-
odological approaches used in scientific research
by Hajizade (1965), Mekhraliyev (1988:128-131),
Efendiyev (2015:93), Mamedov and Eyyubov
(2016:382-387) and others working in the field of
demographic research and economic geography. In
the analysis of urban settling, historical, cartograph-
ic, mathematical-statistical, systematic analysis,
comparison and other research methods were used.

Results and discussion

The emergence of cities and the expansion of
their territory, the gradual increase in their popu-
lation, the integration of rural settlements into the
urban environment, the increasing role of cities in
society, the formation of an urban settlement envi-
ronment with its own way of life, the population of
plants and animals suitable for the urban environ-
ment, the transformation of natural landscapes into
cultural in conditions of ecological stress and the
decline of nature comes from the content of urban-
ization.

The creation of cities located in the lower reach-
es of the Kura River, the development of urban-
ization and bringing to a modern state have come
a long historical way. The modern structure of the
economy in the regions of Azerbaijan, the creation
of new settlements and the formation of a network
of cities on their basis began in the 30s of the 20th
century. In the process of industrialization, from this
time on, along with large cities, cities located in the
lower reaches of the Kura River and some indus-
trial centers were created. The transformation of the
cities of Mingachevir, Shirvan, Yevlakh and dozens
of small settlements into cities created conditions
for the creation and development of industrial areas
in the regions and the concentration of the popula-
tion in these settlements. These centers contributed
to the gathering of the rural population in the cities
along with the district centers, the urban population
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increased rapidly. The development of these cities
is based on the use of natural economic, social, sci-
entific and technical opportunities. To increase the
population in these cities, it is important to organize
socio-cultural services, provide jobs, and use the
recreational potential (Badalov, 2018: 214-217).

The dynamics of urban development and the
size of the urban population have changed signifi-
cantly over the years of independence. Population
growth is the result of quantitative and qualitative
changes in the population under the influence of so-
cial, economic and biological processes. An analy-
sis of the dynamics of the urban population shows
that their number in cities is constantly increasing.
Despite this, some cities are sparsely populated. Due
to a weak economic and social base, they cannot ful-
ly support the demographic potential on the ground.
For a long time, the rural population in Azerbaijan
was the main source of population growth in the
country. The population rapidly increased due to
the predominance of a large rural population and the
high demand for labor for agricultural work (Emi-
nov, 2005:137).

An analysis of the research data shows that as
a result of the high natural increase that took place
in the 60-70s of the twentieth century, conditions
were created both for the rapid growth of the share
of the urban population and for the formation of ur-
banization centers with an advantageous geographi-
cal position. For example, cities located in the lower
reaches of the Kur River are formed on the basis of
demographic, geopolitical and natural potential.

The main goal in urban planning is the adapta-
tion of people to the urban environment by taking
into account its geographical features. Of great im-
portance is the improvement of the lifestyle of the
population, which is a geographical feature of ur-
banization, the use of an appropriate economic and
geographical position in intra-city passenger traffic,
and free behavior in natural conditions. Effective,
purposeful use of natural conditions, especially land
plots, when placing residential apartments, public
buildings, industrial enterprises and consumer ser-
vices in urban planning projects, in the development
of cities, gives the environment sustainability, beau-
ty and a unique look. The development of the cities
of Mingachevir and Shirvan, located in the lower
reaches of the Kura River, is associated with the
creation in the post-war period of hydro and thermal
power plants, the oil industry and, on their basis, in-
dustries of national importance.
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The cities located below the Kura River, which
are part of the Aran economic and geographical re-
gion, have developed industrial regions. The main
part of the industrial potential is concentrated in the
cities of Shirvan, Salyan and Neftchala, located in
the east, and Mingachevir and Yevlakh in the north-
west. Oil and gas extraction, electric power indus-
try, chemistry, production of building materials are
developed and specialized industries in this region.
Oil and gas are produced around the city of Shirvan,
in the Salyan and Neftchala regions. State District
Power Station operates in the cities of Mingache-
vir and Shirvan, and a Hydroelectric Power Station
operates in Mingachevir. Mingachevir is an impor-
tant energy base of the country. This economic re-
gion provides 60% of the electricity produced in the
country (Efendiyev and Demirgayayev, 1995:93-
97).

Chemical industry enterprises operate in the cit-
ies of Mingachevir, Salyan and Neftchala. There is
a plastics plant in Salyan, and an iodine-bromine
plant in Neftchala. The primary processing of cot-
ton grown in the economic region is carried out at
ginneries. This area provides the bulk of light in-
dustry products. In addition, there are enterprises
for the production of cotton fabrics (Mingachevir),
primary processing of wool (Yevlakh), carpet weav-
ing (Hajigabul). However, serious problems arose in
their activities. Therefore, the role of light industry
is still low, it is important to restore its former role.
Although the food industry has a sufficient raw ma-
terial base, they are little used, and the network of
processing industries is weak. There are many op-
portunities for creating enterprises in the field of
fruit and vegetable and fish canning, processing of
meat, milk and other livestock products. Agricul-
ture in the studied areas is based only on irrigation.
Cotton growing, dry subtropical fruit growing, and
horticulture are specialized branches of agriculture.
Cereals, grapes, potatoes, sugar beets, sunflowers,
fodder crops are also planted (Efendiyev and Gas-
imova, 2013: 116-121). There are enough natural
opportunities for the development of animal hus-
bandry, with the help of which cattle and sheep are
kept.

The Mingachevir agglomeration includes Min-
gachevir, the city of Yevlakh, the village of Khal-
dan along the left and right banks of the Kur River.
The Mingachevir agglomeration, covering an area
of 1370 km?, is home to 106 000 people, with 761
people per 1 km? (Table 1).
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Table 1 — Change in demographic indicators of cities in the lower reaches of the Kura River, for the period 1989-2022 (Population
of Azerbaijan, 2017; Demographic indicators of Azerbaijan, 2018)

No | Names of cities | Area, thous. Population, thousand people Population density in | Growth during

sq.km 1989 1999 2009 2022 2022 (1 sq. km, people) 1989-2022,%
1 Mingashevir 0,14 82,3 94,0 96,3 106,6 761 129.5
2 Yevlakh 1,47 92,1 108,2 117,8 131,0 89 142,24
3 Zardab 0,86 39.0 46,1 52,9 60,0 70 153,84
4 Sabirabad 1,47 110,1 139,9 151,7 181,8 124 165,12
5 Shirvan 0,07 59,8 65,5 77,1 88,2 1260 147,49
6 Neftchala 1,45 60,1 71,5 79,5 89,6 62 149,08
7 Salyan 1,60 93,2 112,0 121,9 141,6 89 151,93

According to the statistics of 2022, the
population of the city of Mingachevir was 100.6
thousand people, which is 1% of the country’s
population. Compared with the all-Union census of
1989, the population of Mingachevir increased by
21 thousand people. The average population density
of the city of Mingachevir is 719 people per 1 km?,
which is 7 times higher than the average population
density in the republic (104 people per 1 km?).
Although Mingachevir, Shirvan, Yevlakh and other
cities of the region play a progressive role in the
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development of the country’s economy, their role
in the development of urbanization was weak. For
this reason, during 1999-2017. this region lagged
behind the national level (Eminov 2005). During
2004-2013 the balance of migration in these cities
as a whole is negative.

Dynamics of population growth in cities located
in the lower reaches of the Kura River, for the period
1989-2022 presented on the graph (Figure) (Popula-
tion of Azerbaijan, 2017; Demographic indicators of
Azerbaijan, 2018).
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Figure — Dynamics of population growth in cities located in the lower reaches
of the Kur River, for the period 1989-2022
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As can be seen from the diagram, there is a
gradual increase in the number and density of the
population of the studied cities. Over the past 13
years, the largest natural increase occurred in the
cities of Sabirabad and Salyan, and over 33 years,
the largest population growth occurred in the cities
of Sabirabad (165.12%) and Zardab (153.84%). It
should be noted that since the number of industrial
enterprises in these cities is small, the population is
mainly engaged in agriculture.

The main goal of the state policy in the field
of demography is to ensure the quantitative and
qualitative growth of the population in accordance with
the long-term development strategy of the country by
eliminating negative trends in demographic processes
(Badalov, 2017:34-39). One of the most important
factors influencing the growth and decline of the
country’s population and changes in its structure is
the health of people and their mortality (Badalov,
2019:41-48). The process of population reproduction
is characterized by the excess of the number of
births over the number of deaths by 2.5-3 times. The
dynamics of the population determines its difference
in natural growth, fertility and mortality.

The table below shows the change in 6-year
(2015-2021) demographic indicators of cities
located below the Kura River. It can be noted that
as a result of the research, we see a decrease in the
natural growth of cities located in the lower reaches
of the Kura River in the period 2015-2021. So, in
2021, a sharp decline in natural population growth
is observed in the cities of Mingachevir (-8.5%) and
Neftchala (-7.3%), this is significantly lower than
the national average (12.8% per 1,000 people).

The 2019 global pandemic also affected the
population growth dynamics of cities in the lower
reaches of the Kura River. During the Covid-19
pandemic, a significant economic effect was expressed
in the morbidity and mortality of people (especially
the working-age population), a decrease in the birth
rate and, as a result, natural population growth, speed,
life expectancy and other demographic parameters
(Efendiyev and Demirgayayev, 1995:118).

The pandemic has had an extremely negative
impact on the region’s economy, including a decline
in population. Statistical indicators that the number
of deaths in 2019-2020 higher than in 2015 are
reflected in the Table 2. If the natural increase in the
city of Mingachevir in 2015 was 992 people, then
in 2021 this figure was 126 people. We see that not
only in the city of Mingachevir, but also in all cities
located below the Kura River, the natural increase
in 2021 is low.
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One of the most important factors influencing
natural population growth is marriages and divorce
rates. As can be seen from Table 2, except for
the city of Salyan, in all other 6 cities, a decrease
in marriage rate and an increase in the number of
divorces were recorded. If we look at the number
of children who died before the age of 1, we can
see that the number of child deaths has increased
in Mingachevir, the main industrial city among the
cities below the Kura River.

As you know, improving the socio-economic
indicators of the regions leads to an improvement in
the demographic situation. In this regard, the table
reflecting the employment rates of the population
of the cities of the lower reaches of the Kura
River is of great importance. As can be seen from
Table 3, over the past 7 years, the work carried
out to improve the employment situation of the
population living in these cities is not satisfactory,
since the number of new jobs opened in all cities
has sharply decreased. The worst situation is in
the cities of Yevlakh and Sabirabad, the situation
is relatively satisfactory in the cities of Shirvan
and Mingachevir. The process of industrialization
is most noticeable in the cities of Mingachevir,
Shirvan and Yevlakh (Table 3).

The number of operating industrial enterprises in
the city of Mingachevir in 2015 was 45, and in 2021
this figure decreased to 36. If we consider income
from industrial products, the total value of production
in 2015 was 266,653.8 manats (156,855.18 USD),
and in 2021 — 359 348.8 manats (211,381.65 USD).
In the field of agriculture for 6 years of 2015, the
area of grain and leguminous plantations decreased
by 72 hectares, the area of vineyards and melon
crops increased. The economically active population
in 2015 amounted to 57.7 thousand people, and in
2021 it increased to 61.2 thousand people. Ifin 2015
the number of new jobs in Mingachevir was 996,
then in 2021 it decreased to 283.

There is an increase in the number of operating
industrial enterprises in the city of Yevlakh (+9). In
the field of agriculture in the territory of the city of
Yevlakh, 10,190 hectares of grain and leguminous
crops were sown in 2015, in 2021 — 12,131 hect-
ares, an increase in sown areas is observed (table 4).
The development of cotton growing influenced the
growth dynamics in the Yevlakh region, in 2015 958
hectares of cotton were sown, and in 2021 this figure
was 2328 hectares, which affected the employment
of the population. The number of employed people
in 2015 amounted to 60.6 thousand people, in 2021
— 64.6 thousand people.
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Table 3 — Employment rates of the population of the cities of the lower reaches of the Kura River (Statistical indicators of the

regions, 2021)

No Citics Number of newly opened jobs Number of i;‘pi‘;it:;:‘gl enterprises
2015 2022 2015 2022
1 Mingachevir 996 283 45 36
2 Yevlakh 1110 70 15 24
3 Zardab 435 31 5 7
4 Sabirabad 1133 29 10 16
5 Salyan 579 69 27 21
6 Shirvan 1115 437 37 30
7 Neftchala 1179 201 15 16

According to the number of industrial enterpris-
es operating in the city of Zardab (7), it can be said
that the population of this city is mainly employed
in agricultural fields. In 2015, 153 hectares of cotton
were sown in the nearby areas of the city of Zard-
ab, and in 2021 this figure was 3,070 hectares. The
number of employed people increased from 27.5
thousand people in 2015 to 29.3 thousand people in
2021. The number of new jobs opened was 435 in
2015 and decreased to 31 in 2021.

The number of industrial enterprises operating
in the city of Sabirabad increased slightly by 6 units
and became 16 in 2021. In 2015, in the field of ag-
riculture, we see that agricultural activity in the sur-
rounding areas of the city of Sabirabad is predomi-
nant, and the areas of arable land and perennial crops
are expanding. The number of people employed in
the labor market in 2015 amounted to 76.5 thousand
people, in 2021 — 82.2 thousand people. The number
of new open jobs was 1133 in 2015, and in 2021 this
result has dropped sharply to 29.

We see that the number of industrial enterprises
operating in the city of Salyan has decreased by 6
units. It is noted that cotton fields among agricul-
tural crops have expanded dramatically (from 406
hectares to 6134 hectares), the number of new jobs
was 579 in 2015, but in 2021 this figure decreased
to 69. The number of people employed in the labor

30

market in 2015 was 62,000 people, and in 2021 —
66,300 people, it is clear that this population is em-
ployed in agriculture. The number of new jobs was
27 in 2015 and 21 in 2021.

In 2015, the number of industrial enterprises
operating in the city of Shirvan was 37, and in 2021
it decreased to 30. In general, it can be seen that the
city of Shirvan differs from other cities located in
the lower reaches of the Kura River in that its pop-
ulation works more in industrial enterprises than
in agriculture, livestock breeding is also devel-
oped here. If in 2015 the number of new jobs was
115, then in 2021 this figure was 437. The number
of people employed in the labor market in 2015
amounted to 42.2 thousand people, in 2021 — 44.4
thousand people.

In 2015, 15 enterprises operated in the city of
Neftchala, and in 6 years only 1 new enterprise was
opened. The population of this city works mainly in
agricultural sectors, the cotton growing industry is
developing, the area of which increased from 221
ha to 6949 ha. In 2015, 42,000 people worked in the
labor market, in 2021 — 44,600 people. If in 2015
the number of new jobs was 1179, then in 2021 it
dropped sharply to 201. At the same time, we note
that Mingachevir and Shirvan are the most urbanized
cities among the cities of the lower reaches of the
Kura River.
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Conclusion

The dynamics of the demographic situation of
the 7 most populated cities (Mingachevir, Yevlakh,
Zardab, Sabirabad, Salyan, Shirvan, Neftchala)
located in the lower reaches of the Kura River has
been studied. The database for analysis was taken
from the 1989-2021 census data and statistical
demographic indicators by years.

It was determined that, compared with previous
years, there was an increase in the area, population
and density of administrative-territorial units of
cities located in the lower reaches of the Kura River.
The most natural increase was observed in the cities
of Sabirabad (165.12%) and Zardab (153.84%). The
fact that the natural increase in the population of these
cities is higher than in other cities can be explained

by the fact that they are mainly engaged in various
branches of agriculture (grain growing, horticulture,
viticulture, cotton growing). Thus, a relatively low
natural increase is observed in cities, the population
of which is mainly employed in industrial sectors.
(for example, Mingachevir (129.52%).

We believe that in order to regulate the problems
of demographic development in the cities in the
lower reaches of the Kura River, it is necessary
to carry out continuous measures in the areas of
employment, social protection, medicine and other
areas, open new industrial parks in the cities of
Mingachevir and Shirvan, expand urban areas in
accordance with the new urban infrastructure, create
new industrial areas in Yevlakh, Zardab, Sabirabad,
Salyan, Neftchala, develop tourism, agriculture,
country farms, processing industry.
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